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a THE LESSONS OF THE EXPERIENCE OF CORSICA ‘ 


SOURCES. The sources used consist of a number of official reports and 
telegrems by M. Luizet who became Prefect of Corsica on September 15th, 

a telegrem sent by the Committee of National Liberation to M. Viénot on 

October 2nd and a number of statements made in Algiers by different 

members of’ Casican resistant groups including the Radical Senator, Giacobbi. 

Some reserves are therefore necessary although the de Gaullist character 

of the sources used cannot shed any doubts on the broad lines of the information 
contained therein. Moreover, noné of-the facts reported has been contested. 


This report applies in particular to that phase of the liberation which 
can be termed “administrative" (i.e. liberation from Vichy), as opposed to 
“military*, i-e. liberation from the eneny. 


THE ACTION OF RESISTANCE. Corsican resistance in 1942 was characterised by 
two currents: 1) the purely de Gaullist movement, the leader of which was 
Senator Giacobbi who finally took refuge in the maquis, and 2) the Gaulilist, 
Socialist and Communist movements with younger men such as Giovonni, Maillot, 
Choury and Pagés at its head. 


According to M. Luizet, the latter did not have on questions of principle, 
the support of the majority of the population. It proved, however, to be 
the more dynamic and wes also the only movement which had received arms from 
the French Commander-in-Chief. Its name “National Front" corresponds to a 
similar formation in France where it has its origin in the Communist Party, and 
in the case of Corsica went outside the Camunist line of conduct. Fram the 
sources available, the “National Front" appears to have been a revival of the 
Populer Front with the addition of certain inspired Right wing elements. 


According to M. Luizet's account, the Corsicans liberated thenselves. 
Although this statement takes no account of the military and strategic 
situation on the island, it is certain that Corsican resistance, the aggressive- 
ness of which became apparent at Ajaccio as early as September 9th, was a 
vital factor and shows what might happen in France on a much larger scale if 
full use is made of the forces inside the country itself. The most 
important fact is that the arming of 15,000 partisans, sane led by revolutionary - 
chiefs, had no unpleasant later consequences: for the newly formed administration. 
fhe 15,000 partisans included besides the highland dwellers, a substantial 
percentage of workers and railwaymen. There was no case of any undisciplined 
Communist riot. 


THE COLLAPSE OF VICHY. With the outbreak of the popular movement at 
Ajaccio on September 9th, there was no effort on the part of Pétainist 
elements (leaders of the Légion des Combattants, Milice etc.) to teke any 
action or even to maintain their own positions. The supporters of Vichy 
apparently considered that, in the eyes of the population, the departure of 
the Germans meant that they hed no right to leadership, despite the fact 
that in Corsica especially, the outward signs of office ure universally respected. 
There occurred, as it were, a kind of tacit resignation en bloc and in some 
cases the Vichyistes fled. The well-founded conclusion draw by M. imizet 
is thet Péteiniam is quite artificial and has no roots in French public opinion. 
Despite their oath to the Marshal, the Vichy officials with the original 
Prefect, Pelletier, at their head, all put their services at the disposal of 
the Committee of National Liberation. M. Pelletier introduced M. Luizet 
to heads of services at the Prefecture, thereby transferring his authority to the 


new brefest. 
This action, however, provoked a curious and unfavourable reaction on the 


of the population who sew in it an act of contimity, and senctioning not 
only of the legitimacy of Vichy, but of the administration which had persecuted 


them. 


THR ASSUMPTION OF AUTHORITY BY THE PATRIOTS. 


a) Municipalities. In the mmicipal sphere, the “National Front® before the 
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mfrival of M. Luizet, proceeded with the replacing of officials appointed 
y Pétain by elected mayors and municipal councillors. The patriots, 
however, did not return to the 1940 status quo,as a number of former 
officials, among them a few who had been dismissed by Vichy, had followed 
a very cautious line of conduct vis a vis Pétain's administration. The 
patriots therefore proceeded in the following mamer. In each municipality 
representatives of the “National Front" installed new councils elected 
by an open air public vote in which women participated. It is prodable 
that the vote was unanimous. This does not imply, however, that the 
voting was fasified or that public opininn was tricked, however irregular 
the procedure may have been. M. Luizet asserted tht "This situation, 
however revolutionary it may have been, appears to me to have been inspired 
by very healthy principles, and by an undeniable patriotism". 


The elections were carried out in such a way that representatives of 
all parties were appointed under the name “Gaullist". There was, however, a 
notable increase in tie number of workers* representatives with Camunist, 
and in particular, Socialist tendencies. In rural districts, those appointed 
were predominantly Radicals who had teken an active part in resistance. 


This procedure was also carried out in the "arrondissements". 


b) The Prefectorial Council. In accordance with a procedure which is not 
clear, a Committee known as “The Prefectorial Council" was set up. This, 
/previously of course, had no connection with what was/known as the Prefectorial Council, 
which was an administrative court of law. It was intended to be the 
principal administrative body for the department and its revolutionary 
cheracter is sufficiently illustrated by the fact that its members were armed. 


Although as indicated below, M. Luizet modified this Committee, its 
formation is important in that it illustrates the urge on the part of the 
people to return to elected bodies and constituted an answer to Pétain's 
dictum “authority comes fran above". 


This Committee also reflected the reaction of the people fran Fascism 
and was largely constituted of elements of the Left. Nevertheless, its 
members were elected, not on account of their political sympathy, but 
because they were the strongest members of the resistance. In any case, it is 
manifest thet there was at no time any attempt to take over authority 
in the neme of the proletariat according to Marxist precepts. It was 
eseentielly a patriotic and Jacobin movement, a reaction on the part of the 
whole country against Vichy's policy end administration. 


THE ACTION OF THE COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION. One ¢ the most 
important fectors in the liberation of Corsica was the mamner in which M. 
Luizet, representing the Committee of National Liberation, adopted the 
popular movement's action and brought this back to nermal. He made no 
attempt to counter the popular movement, but merely endeavoured to free its 
action from any tendency to partisanship by broadening its basis and 
integrating it into the new administration. 


His ection with regard to the Prefectorial Council is a typical example. 
He retained it, but pointed out that it could only heve a consultative. 
réle and requested tht its name should be changed to "Departmental Committee". 
He further secured the acceptance of new members fram the de Ganllist movement, 
eoge Senator Giacobbi. The retaining of Communist members on the Committee 
was accepted by the adversaries of Cammunism on the insistance of the Prefect. 
He has since issued an order regulating his relations with the Committee and 
has thereby made it possible for the popular movement to be kept under control. 


_ fhe Prefect does not hide the fact that this procedure was entirely 
ivregular, but he considers thé illegality of form was indispensable if 
he was to achieve social order without doing the people a disservice. In 
his declarations, however, he has stressed thet the Comittee is 
provisional and that only elections carried out in the proper mamer 
could finally decide the administration of Corsica and the goverment of 


France. ; 
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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES. In 
principle, when M. Luizet landed, he had no powers, which were, according 
to French law, in the hands of General Mollard representing the Commander- 
in-Chief. However, owing to an accident,an agreement was reached between 
the Prefect and the General who decided to respect the French tradition 
according to which in a state of siege the military authorities who in 
theory had full powers, hand over to thecivil authorities all powers which 
are not necessary to the army for the ensurance of its security. It was 
the respecting of this custom which enabled the civil administration to 
carry out a political task which the military could not have tackled. Bor 
exemple, in the case of censorship a committee was formed composed of a 
representative of General Mollard, a representative of the Prefect and a 
patriot chosen from the Departmental Committee. This censorship canmittee 
appears to have worked satisfactorily. With regard to the police, those 
services having a political character (i.e. the Service des Renseignements 
Généraux and the Police Judiciaire) were placed under the control of the 
Prefect. 


THE PREFECT'S ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS. fThe desire for justice and 
reprisals is perhaps even greater in Corsica than in Metropolitan France. 
It is therefore creditable that the “National Front" was exceedingly 
moderate and in fact, only 25 persons were arrested in the first insurgent 
region (Ajaccio). These persons were all notorious collaborationists 
and were arrested principally for their own protection. Thus, the 
resistance movenents did not obey the impulses of the crow but gave proof 
of a great sense of responsibility. These arrests were subsequently 
sanctioned by the Prefect who carried out no further arrests except 
where there was clear proof of guilt. There were no cases of personal 
vengeance on any Pétainist or Legionary member. 


With regard to mayors and municipal councillors, the Prefect compromised 
where possible. When he errived a wave of elections was taking place. 
This he endeavoured to stem, but where persons had been elected he 
confirmed them in their functions while reserving the right to make any 
modifications necessary. Here he founded his action on a law of the 5rd 
Republic, which pemits the Prefect to take any action which may prove 
useful for the administration of municipalities. 


The criterion adopted for the elimination of mayors and municipal 
councillors appears to have been: nomination by Vichy. Any municipal 
official so appointed was suspended. 


This line was also adopted in the case of other officials. Where the 
Prefect found that they had been replaced by the popular movements, he 
gave his assent, but only as a provisional measure. He further demanded 
and is examining the records of all officials on the island. 


It is difficult to imagine that even this moderate policy could have 
been possible without the support of the overwhelming majority of the 
population. It is noteworthy that representatives of all parties even 
those with strongly anti-Communist or anti-Socialist tendencies agreed 
to cooperate. This seems to indicate that public opinion considered 
that measures taken were quite natural. It should further be remembered 
that, as in France, liberation also means liberation from elements of the 
extreme Right imposed by the enemy- 


RESERVATIONS. Apart from the question of sources as indicated above, 
there are certain factors in Corsica which make it differ from Metropolitan 
France: 


a) In Gorsica party allegiance is less impertent than clan allegiance. 
In other words, ideology is less important than in France. In the latter 


therefore the clash of politigel ideas may be stronger- 
b) There are no great centres of population on the island. 
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™> c) Communism has always been comparatively weak in Corsica. In the 

~ 1936 elections in the arrondissement of Ajaccio this party only 
polled 8 votes from a total of 15,752 electors. In Corte, it 
polled 603 out of 13,817. In the other arrondissements there was 
no Communist candidate. 


CONCEUSIONS. - Despite these reservations, a number of conclusions can be 
Gawn from the Corsican experiment. 


a) Vichy does not in. any way represent the people. The Pétain régime 
collapsed without even a shadow of resistance, thus showing the artificial 
character of its authority. According to witnesses, “Vichy died without uttering 


a cry". 


b) The Committee of National Liberation is supported by the people. It is 
certain that the authority of the Committee was at once taken for granted. In 
perticular General de Gaulle's name was camtinually mentioned. Several times 
the Prefect speaks of the spontaneity with which the people greeted his 
assumption of authority and the ease with which he was able to arbitrate as 
Yepresentative of the Committee of National Liberation in the most delicate 
negotiations. 


c) The Committee's moderating influence: The moderate policy of the 
Committee and its representative was notable and contrasted with the sanetimes 
passionate declarations of its members. The Prefect was often able, where one 
party appeared to have more representation than the mmber of its supporters 
permitted, to modify this representation and broaden the basis of the assemblies 
in question. 


a) The people of Corsica showed a striking desire for unanimity and in 
consequence reconciliation, moderation and patriotism predominated over the 
pertisan spirit. 


e) The practical measures taken appear to have been fully successful. This 
observation applies both to the division of work between the military and . 
civilian authorities and to the measures taken by the latter. In view of 

the provisional nature of these measures, which was continually stressed, it 

is possible that this improvisation could be beneficially adapted to Metropolitan 
France itself. In this case, however, the militant element would not be the 
"National Front" but the Conseil de la Résistance to which the National Front 
adheres. 
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THE LESSON OF THE EXPERTENCE OF CORSICA. 


INTRODUCTION 


(a) Object. 


The object of the present report is not to go back over the history of the 
liberation of Corsica, nor to draw categorical conclusions from it. At the 
present time, material is lacking for such a historical record, and consequently 
there is not sufficient historical evidence to enable one to draw definite 
conclusions. Nevertheless, due account being taken of the limitations of the 
information at present available, it appears of interest, for the determination 
of the rules of the liberation of France, to search in the Corsican affair for 
some truths and some guiding lines. It should also be pointed ot that this 
report specially applies to that phase of the liberation which can be called 
"administrative" (i.e. liberation from Vichy), as opposed to “military” liberation 
(i.e. liberation from the enemy); the third phase of liberation, i.e. the 
self-determination of the people, has not, of course, been broached. 


How did the change of authority take place in Corsica from September 9th to 
the end of the same month? This is the development which will be examined, 
after a study of the limited but nevertheless sufficient documentation which is 
available, 


(») Documentation. 


The documentation used consists essentially of different official reports 
and telegrams addressed by M. Luizet, who became Prefect of Corsica on September 
15th, 1943, of a ciphered telegram sent by the Committee of National Liberation 
at Algiers to Ambofrance (HM. Viénot) on October 2nd, 1943, as well as of a 
series of declarations made at Algiers by members of the Corsican resistance of 
different political opinions, including the Radical and anti-Communist Senator, 
Giacobbi. i 
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(c) Reservations. 


This documentation is of necessity limited by certain reservations, not as 4 
to the sincerity of the authors of the documents or declarations, nor the veracity 
of the facts reported, mt rather as to their interpretation. It is evident | 
that the Prefect Inizet, who appears to have accomplished his delicate mission 
with a certain skill, might tend to make his snccess appear in the most favourable 
light. Similarly, the ciphered telegramsof the Committee of National Liberation 
to M. Viénot = a telegram which aims at praising the work of the Committee to 
the British authorities - should necessarily be treated with the same caution. 

It therefore appears desirable to emphasise that certain reservations apply with 
regard to all the sources of information examined. 


Nevertheless, the de Gaullist character of the documentation does not seem .- 
to give rise to doubts as to the broad lines of the information given,’ since ‘ 
for instance the messages of Inizet to the Committee might have dramatised the 
situation which was to be solved by his administrative talent, and behind the 

de Gaullist declarations the men who express themselves differ considerably in 
tendency, from the moderate Giacobbi to the Commmnist Pages. Moreover, none of 
the facts reported was contested. : 


Z RESISTANCE 
It is not a qestion of going back over the history of Corsican resistance 


from the time of the Armistice to September 15th, 1943. At the present time, 
the necessary documentation is lacking. On the other hand, as the present note 
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has a political and practical aim, there is no reason to enter into the history 

of the numerous and sometimes obscure incidents which have marked the evolution 

of resistance in Corsica, as for instance the execution, after torture, of Captain 
Seee, a de Gaullist agent who was not advised of the capture of code by the Germans. 
It appears to us sufficient to indicate that Corsican resistance in 1942 was 
characterised by two currents: (1) the purely de Gaullist movement, the leader 

of which was the Senator Giacobbi, who finally took refuge in the maquis; and 

(2) the Geullist, Socialist and Communist movement, with younger men at its head 
such asGiovermmi, Maillot, Choury and Pages: all personalities who will be discussed 
more fully later. 


According to the Prefect Iuizet, the second movement is certainly not the one 
which corresponds to the wishes of the majority of the population. It will be 
seen later what expressions this high official uses in this comection. It is, 
however, a movement the dynamism of which carried the day all the more by reason 
of the fact that it alone received arms from the French Commander-in-Chief. Its 
name of “National Front" corresponds to a similar formation existing in France, 
which has its origin in the Communist party, but, at any rate in Corsica, goes 
beyond the Communist line of conduct. The documents available make it possible 
to assert that the "National Front" is in reality the equivalent of the Popular 
Front, to which have been added those who might be called the Rightist romanticists. 
However, it should be noted that, in the military formations which delivered the 
island from the German occupation, the armed struggle was organised not only by 
the officers of the French amy, but also by certain veterans of the International 
Red Brigade of the Spanish War, such as Vittorio, whose réle as an animator of the 
military action was, according to the Prefect Luizet, remarkable. 


According to the account of the Prefect Inizet and the ciphered telegram of 
the Committee of National Liberation of October 2nd, the Corsicans liberated 
themselves, and the telegram in particular especially asks M. Viénot to emphasise 
this fact. Whatever the simplicity of this formula, which discounts all the 
strategic facts which at least contributed to determine the German retreat towards 
Bastie, it is certain that Corsican resistance, the aggressiveness of which was 
revealed as early as September 9th at Ajaccio, shows what might happen militarily 
on a much larger scale, thanks to the utilisation of the popular forces in France 
and in other countries. There is no lack of proof on this point, although this 
matter does not form the essential subject of this report. The most important 
fact is that the arming of 15,000 partisans, some led by revolutionary chiefs, had 
no unpleasant consequences afterwards for the liberating administration. 
Nevertheless, the 15,000 partisans included, besides the highland dwellers, a high 
percentage of workers and railwaymen. There was no case of an undigespiined 
Communist incident. sae = 


Was this maintenance of order facilitated by the spontaneous collapse of 
Vichyismg i.e. of the institutions and the men of the Marshal? This is probable. 
| It COLLAPSE OF VICHYISM \ 


As early as September 19th, 1943, there broke out at Ajaccio a 
movement which spread throughout the island as its liberation took 
exact characteristics of which will be seen later. The most impo 


be mentioned first of all is the absence of any effort on the part of men 

the Marshal (Legionary chiefs, S.0.L., officials supporting the New Ordér, ete.), 
to defend themselves against the insurrection, or to a their positions, or even 
to assert their right to continue in the old way. \ 


This total absence of reaction even led to an evident absence of incidents. 
According to the Prefect Inmizet, everything happened in the most natural mamer 
imaginable, All the Vichyists considered that in the eyes of the population the 
departure of the Germans meant that they no longer had the right to hold the command, 
in this country which sets so much store by mmicipal scarves and above all by 
the seals of the “mairie", which are the signs of authority. The popular movement, 
which will be discussed later, encountered no opposition. According to the | 
declarations made, a kind of tacit mesignation en bice took place. . Sometimes, 
even, the Vichyists fled. ca 
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1 M. Luizet himself, in his account of this disappearance of Vichy, 
draws the well-founded conclusion that Pétainism is of an artificial 
character, at any rate at the present time, and has no roots whatsoever 
in French public opinion, 


In spite of the oath taken to the Marshal, all the former officials, 
with the Prefect at their head, immediately placed themselves at the 
disposal of the new Prefect, representing the Committee of National 
Liberation, 


It is, however, important to note that, owing to a curious sort 
of popular reaction, the passing over of authority by the former 
Prefect, named Pelletier, to M, Luizet, was not accepted readily, the 
National Front contesting it as the sign of a continuity which should 
not exist. MM, Luizet, reporting on his welcome by the ex=-Prefect 
Pelletier, awaiting him actually on the quay at Ajaccio, and then 
telling of his introduction by Pelletier to the heads of services at 
the Prefecture, describes the protests of the patriots against this 
transmission of authority. In other words, the population, or at any 
rate the most strongly resistant part of it, saw in this a sanctioning 
not only of the legitimacy of Vichy, but also of the administration which 
had persecuted them, 


These protests were most vociferous in the case of three members 
of the National Council who wore pistols in their belts; since September 
9th, Pelletier had accepted the presence of these men at his side, and 
had apparently even obeyed their orders. Moreover, their presence 
corresponded with the taking over of the general authority by the resistance, 
the broad lines of which will be retraced, 


IIt ASSUMPTION OF AUTHORITY BY THE RESISTANCE 
b) Muni ties 


In the municipal sphere, the National Front proceeded with the 
replacing of officials who had been nominated by the Marshal, elected 
mayors and municipal councillors taking their place. It is in fact 
kmown that, from the beginning of 1941, the ancient French municipal 
liberties had everywhere been suppressed by the Minister of the Interior, 
Peyrouton, Only the small communes had to a certain extent retained 
their elected representatives. Everywhere else nominations had been made 
ef leading men who were usually of the extreme Right and mainly Legionaries. 


It is advisable to point out that the patriots have not returned to 
the state of affairs prior to the coup d'état of Jue, 1940. In fact, 
many former mumicipal magistrates, even some of those who were eliminated, 
had followed a very cautious line of conduct where Vichy was concerned, 
and even rallied to the Marshal, Only very few compromised themselves 
in' the resistance movement. Others distingushed themselves in the black 
market. or in business with the ocqupiers. The patriots therefore pro- 
ceeded in the following mamner, according to M. Luiset's report of ee 
15th, 1943, to the Commissaire de 1*Intérieur, 


In each mmicipality, the local representatives of the National Front 
began to instail new assemblies, swmarily elected by public vote in the 
open air. It should be noted that, for the first time, women participated 
in this popular election, and in many commumes women were elected as mumicipal 
councillors, also for the first time. “Sumarily" doubtless means a vote 
by acclamation, It does not, however, appear that this vote, irregular 
in its form, led to any kind of pressure being imposed on the voters, 

It does not even seem that public opinion was in any way tricked, This, 
at any rate, is what the Prefect asserts in the same report: "This 
situation, however revolutionary it may have been, appears to me to 

have been inspired by very healthy —— and by ce —— 
patriotism, * 


Moreover, the elections were such that representatives of all parties 
were appointed, under the name of “gaullist®, with, however, a noticeable 
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increase in the number of representatives of workers with Communist, and 
above all Socialist tendencies. There was, however, no question of 
local Soviets, predominance being apparently given to all leading men 
of rural districts, with Radical tendencies, who had shown themselves 

to be patriots and supporters of the resistance, 


(b) Arrondissement Committees 


In each arrondissement, similar elections took place, in accordance 
with the same principles and with similar results. 


(c ) Prefectorial Council 


In accordance with a procedure which is not clearly defined in the 
report, a committee known as the Prefectorial Council was instituted, 
apparently appointed by the new municipalities, This Prefectorial 
Council, of course, has nothing in common with what is called, in 
French administrative law, the Prefectorial Council, There is no 
connection with the administrative tribunal known by this name, On the 
contrary, it is a committee which is intended to have predominance over 
the departmental administration, The revolutionary character of the 
committee was sufficiently shown by the arming of the members of the 
Council, 


It will be seen later how M, Luizet limited the powers of this 
committee, and changed its name, What, however, it is important to 
remember is the popular urge towards the electoral urns from the time 
of the departure of the enemy, and the tendency to act in direct contrast 
to the Vichy doctrine, "The authority comes from above", said the 
Marshal, To this, the first fragment of Metropolitan France to be liber= 
ated, seems to have eee spontaneously, by its elections: “No! The 
authority comes from below, * 


It should also be observed that the composition of the committee 
necessarily reflected the victory against Fascism, which, according to 
the Senator Giacobbi, was represented above all by the expulsion of the 
Axis powers and the sudden disappearance of the men of Vichy. Im other 
words, the Prefectorial Council was chosen not only from the Left, but 
from the extreme Left. If Commandant Colomna d*Istria, a member of the 
Council, is evidently not a Communist, nor Maillot (cousin of General de 
Gaulle), on the other hand Giowsmi, Vittorio, Choury and Pagés are all 
either Socialists or Communists. "Moreover , a Committee of Administration, 
which appears to have been instituted at the beginning, comprised Oudin 
and Raspail, of the Left and the extreme Left. 


However, according to the declarations of all those who were witnesses 
of these local events, it was because these were among the strongest members 
of the resistance, and not because they were the most Leftist, that they 
were chosen as leaders. It appears, moreover, that, for the most part, 
they were not so much Communists as men desirous of social reforms. 
According to M, Luizet, the majority were young idealists, whose only 
fault perhaps lay in the boldness of their ideas. In any case, it appears 
from all the documents studied that it is completely incorrect to say that 
there was at any time an attempt to take over the authority in the name of 
the proletariat, according to Marxist precepts. oedipal 
occurred, It was essentially a patriotic and Jacobin movement, a 
reaction on the part of the whole country against the Vichy policy. and 
SS ee disappeared, 


One of the essential facts to be kept in mind in connection with the 
Corsican affair is the mamer in which the popular movement already described 
was brought to a normal state of affairs by the Prefect, representing the 
Committee of National Liberation. 
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(a) Partial Acceptance of the Fait Accompli 


The Prefect made no attempt to stand up against the popular movement, 
nor even to break it down, He merely endeavoured to free it from any 
tendency to partisanship, on the one hand by making it an integral part 
of the new administration, and on the other by increasing its basis by 
the addition of more moderate elements. Such a policy therefore 
consisted above all in the partial recognition of the insurrection, 

In his report of September 15th, 1943, to the Commissaire de 1*Intérieur, 
the Prefect explains that he wanted first of all to pay homage to the 
efforts of the patriots. This means that wnreserved approval was 
extended not only to their struggle against the Germans, but also to the 
change of authority which they brought about by eliminating the men of 
Vichy, It is not a theoretical homage, since in fact the changes and 
institutions which were the result of the insurrection were, at one and 
the same time, ratified and rectified, 


What happened in the case of the Prefectorial Council is altogether 
characteristic, The Prefect retained it. However, from the time of 
the first interview with the members of the committee, he pointed out 
that such a council could only have a consultative réle, as the Government 
authority could not be replaced by popular improvisation, Similarly, he 
asked that the name of “Prefectorial Council” should be replaced by 
"Departmental Committee", Finally, in later reports to the Committee 
he ensured the acceptance of new members, chosen from the other gaullist 
current, that of the Senator Giacobbi and even other leading men, 


What should also be pointed out is the fact that the maintenance 
of the Communists (a small minority) in the Departmental Committee was 
accepted by the adversaries of Commmism, upon the insistence of the 
Prefect, who indicated the desirability of not excluding them 4m order 
has since been issued by the Prefect regulating his relationships with 
the Departmental Committee, and this has made it possible for the 
popular movement to be kept in control, 


b) Formal irre ties. and Provisional Character of Meas Taken 


fhe Prefect does not hide, in his reports, the fact that the decisions 
which he was led to take were of a completely illegal and irregular character, 
but he considered that illegality of form was indispensable if he was to 
arrive at a state of social order without doing the people a disservice. 
However, in his declarations he clearly specified the 
of everything he had accomplished in this period, saying that only elections 
and the regular formalities could finally decide the govermment of Corsica, 
as also the government of France, 


Thus the acceptance of the fait accompli had only a restricted value, 
and was also dependent upon the clearly popular and social trend which 
had been expressed, 


between the French Mili and Civil Authorities, especially 
aS Se and Police 


In principle, when M, Luizet arrived he had no real power in this 
respect. He landed with General Mollard, who represented the Commander- 
in-Chief Giraud. According to French law, the Prefect had no right to take 
the initiative on any of the matters with which he dealt, and his action 
far exceeded his Prefectorial powers, especially in view of the state of 
siege. His réle could have been restricted to that of a figurehead. 
However, by accident and not owing to a previous arrangement, an 
was reached between the two men, who decided to respect the French tradition 
according to which, in the case of a state of siege, the military authorities, 
after having theoretically received all rights, hand over to the French 
civil authorities all those powers of which the army has no essential need 
for the purposes of its security. 


~ 
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It was the respecting of this custom which enabled the civil 
administration - which did not take refuge in an attitude of indifference 
to politics, as the military authorities might have been tempted to do = 
boldly to tackle the provisional situation, for the good of all concerned. 


A few details can be given on the manner in which the military 
authorities thus ceded certain of their rights. The censorship presented 
the first problen. An organisation was formed, by agreement between 
General Mollard and the Prefect, for the purpose of directing the 
new censorship. This organisation was composed of three persons, namely, 
a representative of General Mollard, a representative of the Prefect and 
a patriot chosen from among the members of the Consultative Conmittee, 
This organisation appears to have given the best results, 


As far as police matters were concerned, the handing over of powers 
by the military authorities did not take place in the form of co-operation 
between the civil authorities and the new representatives of the people, 
but by the total delegation of the authority over certain services, 

Thus those services which had a political character - i.e, the Service 

des Renseignements-Généraux and the Judiciary Police - were passed on to 
the Prefect. Similar measures were taken in all spheres, so that in fact 
the Committee of National Liberation had the authority over 

the administration. 


The manner in which the Prefect used this authority in different 
spheres will be discussed, the most important questions being dealt with, | 
and first of all the problem of arrests, 


(a) The Desire for Justice, and even for Reprisals 


The desire for justice, and even for reprisals, is an established 
fact in France and in Corsica, and the feeling is a violent one. However, 
it should be placed to the credit of the National Front movement that it 
gave proof of great moderation, In fact, 25 persons only were arrested 
in the first insurgent region, that of Ajaccio. They were ail notorious 
collaborationists, and in this way they were protected from popular fury. 
In other words, the resistance groups did not act in accordance with the 
impulses of the crowd, but with a very great sense of responsibility. These 
arrests were afterwards sanctioned by the Prefect, who did not make any 
fresh arrests except in individual cases where there was sufficient 
evidence of guilt. Revenge was not taken on any Pétainist or Legionary. 
In their places of retreat, they were uneasy, but they were not molested, 


(e ) Revocations 


The Prefect made it his rule not to revoke any official ex officio, 
purely because of popular feeling. However, he gave his sanction te a 
few replacements which had already been effected, although only as a 


pronouncing revocations. 


ies 


these measures date from 1939, and allow the Prefect to take any action 
which might be useful for the mmicipal administration, It was therefore 
essentially a text of the Third Republic which was used, 


The criterion adopted for the elimination of mayors and municipal 
councillors appears essentially to have been an objective one: namely, 
nomination by Vichy. In other words, any official nominated by Vichy 
Was revoked, or rather suspended, This applied to all commmes where 
spontaneous nominations had taken place. 


These are some of the measures which make it possible to determine 
the policy followed by the Committee of National Liberation, as it is 
difficult to believe thet this moderate line was not fixed in advance before 
the departure of M, Luizet from Algiers. 


V__ SUPPORT OF THE POPULATION 


It is difficult to determine whether this policy, however moderate 
it might have been, encountered wnanimous approval, Qne fact is certain: 
that the small proportion - estimated at 5% - of partisans of Vichy no 
longer has any influence, On the other hand, the enthusiastic welcome 
given to the measures of interior policy was to some extent confused with 
delight at the military liberation. Nevertheless, the fact that the 
representatives of all parties, including even persons well known for their 
anti-Communist or anti-Socialist tendencies, agreed to form part of the 
new organisations, seems to indicate that public opinion in general found 
all the measures taken very natural, 


It should not be forgotten that, in the view of everybody, in France 
as in Corsica, the idea of military liberation is always connected with 
that of liberation from elements of the extreme Right, which the presence 
of the enemy has imposed, directly or indirectly. 


VI WHAT BEEN FROM THE TON 
a) Vichy has: ular Legitima | 


This thesis, which is the fundamental thesis of de Gaullism, certainly 
appears to have been verified, In fact, as has been noted earlier, all 
Vichy elements have either withdrawn or offered to hand over their 
authority, and this fact has been pointed out by the Committee of National 
Liberation in its telegram to Ambofrance, already mentioned, 


The Vichy régime collapsed without even a shadow of resistance, thus 
showing the artificial character of its authority and the fact that it had 
no roots in public opinion, According to witnesses of the Corsican 
incident, Vichy died without uttering a cry. 


b lar t of the Committee of National Liberation 

What, on Sepieubes Abie, towards one o'clock in the morning, the crowd 
at Ajaccio welcomed, amid shots fired into the air, the representative of 
the Committee of National Liberation, the “Marseillaise® was solemly 
sung. General Mollard was cheered enthusiastically, but the Prefect 
declares in his later report that the crowd, having seen only his “képi", 
thought he was General de Gaulle. However, this may be, it sppears from 
mentioned, particularly in the speeches of mayors, It is certain that 
granted, fhe Prefect’s accounts contain seme passages which are of ; 
——— 
rice and flowers were strewn in his path. : 


Several. tines, the Prefect speaks of the poplar spontaneity which 
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greeted his assumption of authority, and the ease with which he was able 
to arbitrate, as representative of the Committee of National Liberation, 
in the most delicate situations. 


(c) Moderation of the Committee of National Liberation 


The third lesson of the Corsican operation lies in the moderation 
of the policy followed by the Committee of National Liberation, in 
contrast perhaps with the passionate declarations of certain conmmissaires, 
The Corsican reports show a striking desire for umanimity. Thus, if 
the Communists have been given only a minor réle, it is because they 
represent only a small fraction of public opinion, Im one place, the 
Prefect points out that the share of the Communists is too great in the 
popular formations which were the first result of the movement. He 
adds: "This is not a reproach, but a statement of fact." Similarly, 
the Prefect considers that the young people of the National Front 
have ideas which are too bold, and he therefore weighted the Committee 
with more — elements, eto, 


Similarly, none of the actions accomplished was of a Pinal 
character, Reconciliation, moderation and national feeling took pre- 
dominance over the partisan spirit. This is not a eulogy, but a 
statement of fact. 


a Formulae ted 


The fourth lesson of the operation consists in the practical formulae 
adopted in order to ensure the administration of the country in complete 
harmony between the military and civil authorities. The formulae 
used for the retrocession of authority seem to be particularly worth 


noting. 


As was stated at the beginning of this report, the documentation 
examined, however extensive it may have been, is not sufficient to enable 
one to draw definite conclusions. In addition, however, various other 
considerations counsél prudence in the conclusions suggested in this 


report. 


(a) Corsica, Country of Clans 


In Corsica, the policy of adherence to parties is of less importance 
than the clan policy - i.e. loyalty of the inhabitants to leading men 
who themselves are attached to big clan leaders. In other words, 
ideology has less importance than in France, It can therefore be 
assumed that it will not be so easy to settle the situation in France, 
as the clash of ideas will be stronger. 


b) Ho ular omerations 


This reservation is all the more applicable because in Corsica there 
ey ee ee nor any great centres where workers 
are massed, 


(oc) The RSle of the Communists 


Qn the other hand, the agreement of the Commumist party to all 
measures reducing it to a r6le altogether different from that which it 
had assumed during the first period of the popular movement corresponds 
to the absence of workers’ agglomerations in Corsica, as well as to the 
weakness of Communism in this department. — This party had only 8%. votes 
in the arrondissement of Ajaccio at the 1936 elections, out of a total 
of 15, 752 electors, while in the arrondissement of Corte it had 603 
votes out of 13,817. In the other arrondissements it did not even 
have a candidate, 
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CONCLUSION 


The preceding details seem to make it possible to draw cautious 
but firm conclusions, in a very simple mamner, From the practical 
point of view, it appears that the Corsican experiment shows how 
useful the Committee of Liberation is as an instrument of national 
order and unity, and as an arbiter between the different French 
tendencies, It would therefore seem advisable to increase its 
authority. On the other hand, the experience shows that it is quite 
possible to establish, for France, where the experiment will be much 
more difficult, rules of liberation which will permit the inter- 
Allied military authorities, acting in agreement with the Committee 
of National Liberation, provisionally to administer the country and 
to prepare its self-determination, while at the same time taking into 
account the differences between the insular fragments of France and 
France itself. 


There is reason to believe that to a certain extent what has 
happened in Corgica will happen in France, but it might perhaps be 
advisable to see that what was improvised in Corsica should form the 
basis for a rational plan which could be applied in the case of France, 


In Metropolitan France itself, the only possible means to achieve 
order would be, not the National Front, but the totality of the 
resistance movements (to which the National Front adheres). Particularly 
during the last year, the organisation of these resistance movements 
has become very powerful; this is different from the situation in 
Corsica, where the National Front appeared to have the monopoly of 
organisation and arms. 
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LESSONS OF THE LIBERATION OF CORSICA 
Summary of Conclusions. 


Action by the local inhabitants was a vital factor in the liberation of 
Corsica, and is a valuable pointer to probable developments in France, Although 
45,000 partisans including workers and railwaymen, as well as peasants, were 
given arms, no undisciplined action resulted. (N.B. Corsica differs from France 
in that (a) There are no great centres of population, (b) Communism has always 
been comparatively weak, (c) Clan loyalties are stronger than party loyalties). 


Both the main currents of Corsican resistance favoured General de Gaulie, 
But that which stood politically more to the left, although not apparently re- 
presenting the political views of the population, obtained more support because 
of its dynamism and because it alone received arms from the French Commander=-in- 
Chief, ; 


The supporters of Vichy tacitly resigned en bloc on the departure of the 
the Germans, "Vichy died without uttering a cry". Despite their oath to the 
Marshal, the Vichy officials put their services at the disposal of the F.C.N.L. 
The Vichy prefect even introduced his successor to the heads of services, an 
action which was resented by the population as conferring a kind of legality 


‘on the Vichy administration. 


To replace Vichy officials, the population spontaneously elected by open 
voting (in which women took part) a number of mayors and municipal councillors. 
There was a notable increase in the mumber of representatives with Socialist 
or Commmist tendencies. All these appointments were recognised by the Prefect 
sent from Algiers by the F.C.N.L., though he endeavoured to stem the tide of 
elections. The procedure affords an interesting answer to Petain’s claim that 
“authority comes from above". 


The population also set up a "Prefectorial Council” to act as the principal 
administrative body for the Department; its members were armed, and largely be- 
longed to the Left. But there was no attempt to take over authority in the name 
of the proletariat, and the new Prefect retained the Council. He succeeded, 
however, in getting its name changed to “Departmental Council", and in increasing 
the representation on it of De Gaullist right-wing members. He also persuaded 
the adversaries of Communism to agree to the retention on the Committee of its 
Commmist members. 


When the new prefect landed, he had no powers since these were in the hands 
of the C.~in-C. An agreement was, however, reached by which, in accordance with 
tradition, the military handed to the civil authorities all powers which are not 
necessary to the Army for the ensurance of its security. This enabled the civil 
authority to carry out a task which the military could not have handled, 


In the first region to revolt (Ajaccio) only 25 persons were arrested, all 
noterious collaborators largely shut up for their own protection. The same 
moderation was observed elsewhere. These arrests were confirmed by the Prefect. 


42th November, 1943. 


MOST SECRET 


THE LESSON OF THE EXPERIENCE OF CORSICA. 


INTRODUCTION 


(a) Object. 


The object of the present report is not to go back over the history of the 
liberation of Corsica, nor to draw categorical conclusions from it. At the 
present time, material is lacking for such a historical record, and consequently 
there is not sufficient historical evidence to enable one to draw definite 
conclusions. Nevertheless, due account being taken of the limitations of the 
information at present available, it appears of interest, for the determination 
of the rules of the liberation of France, to search in the Corsican affair for 
some truths and some guiding lines. It should also be pointed out that this 
report specially applies to that phase of the liberation which can be called 
"administrative" (i.e. liberation from Vichy), as opposed to "military" liberation 
(i.e. liberation from the enemy); the third phase of liberation, i.e. the 
self-determination of the people, has not, of course, been broached. 


How did the change of authority take place in Corsica fron September 9th to 
the end of the same month? This is the development which will be examined, 
after a study of the limited but nevertheless sufficient documentation which is 
available. 


(») Documentation. 


The documentation used consists essentially of different official reports 
and telegrams addressed by M. Iuizet, who became Prefect of Corsica on September 
15th, 1943, of a ciphered telegram sent by the Committee of National Liberation 
at Algiers to Ambofrance (IM. Viénot) on October 2nd, 1943, as well as af a 
series of declarations made at Algiers by members of the Corsican resistance of 
different political opinions, including the Radical and anti-Communist Senator, 
Giacobbi. 


(c) Reservations. 


This documentation is of necessity limited by certain reservations, not as 
to the sincerity of the authors of the documents or declarations, nor the veracity 
of the facts reported, but rather as to their interpretation. It is evident 
that the Prefect Imizet, who appears to have accomplished his delicate mission 
with a certain skill, might tend to make his success appear in the most favourable 
light. (Similarly, the ciphered telegrem:of the Coumittee of National Liberation 
to M. Vienot - a telegram which aims at praising the work of the Committee to 
the British authorities - should necessarily be treated with the same caution. 
It therefore appears desirable to emphasise that certain reservations apply with 
regard to all the sources of information examined. 


Nevertheless, the de Gaullist character of the documentation does not seem 
to give rise to doubts as to the broad lines of the information given, since 
for instance the messages of Luizet to the Committee might have drematised the 
situation which was to be solved by his administrative talent, and behind the 
de Gaullist declarations the men who express themselves differ considerably in 
tendency, from the moderate Giacobbi to the Commumist Pagés. Moreover, none of 
the facts reported was contested. 4 


I RESISTANCE . 
It is not a question of going back over the history of Corsican resistance 


from the time of the Armistice to September 15th, 1943. At the present time, 
the necessary documentation is lacking. On the other hand, as the present note 
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has a political and practical aim, there is no reason to enter into the history 

of the numerous and sometimes obscure incidents which have marked the evolution 

of resistance in Corsica, as for instance the execution, after torture, of Captain 
See, a de Gaullist agent who was not advised of the capture of code by the Germans. 
It appears to us sufficient to indicate that Corsican resistance in 1942 was 
characterised by two currents: (1) the purely de Gaullist movement, the leader 

of which was the Senator Giacobbi, who finally took refuge in the maquis; and 

(2) the Gaullist, Socialist and Communist movement, with younger men at its head 
such as Gisvonii, Maillot, Choury and Pagés: all personalities who will be discussed 
more fully later. ; 


According to the Prefect Inizet, the second movement is certainly not the one 
which corresponds to the wishes of the majority of the population. It will be 
seen later what expressions this high official uses in this comnection. It is, 
however, a movement the dynamiam of which carried the day all the more by reason 
of the fact that it alone received arms from the French Commander-in-Chief. Its 
name of “National Front" corresponds to a similar formation existing in France, 
which has its origin in the Communist party, but, at any rate in Corsica, goes 
beyond the Communist line of conduct. The documents available make it possible 
to assert that the "National Front" is in reality the equivalent of the Popular 
Front, to which have been added those who might be called the Rightist romanticists. 
However, it should be noted that, in the military formations which delivered the 
island from the German occupation, the armed struggle was organised not only by 
the officers of the French amy, but also by certain veterans of the International 
Red Brigade of the Spanish War, such as Vittorio, whose réle as an animator of the 
military action was, according to the Prefect Iuizet, remarkable. 


According to the account of the Prefect Inizet and the ciphered telegram of 
the Committee of National Liberation of October 2nd, the Corsicans liberated 
themselves, and the telegram in particular especially asks M. Viénot to emphasise 
this fact. Whatever the simplicity of this formula, which discounts all the 
strategic facts which at least contributed to determine the German retreat towards 
Bastia, it is certain that Corsican resistance, the aggressiveness of which was 
revealed as early as September 9th at Ajaccio, shows what might happen militarily 
on a much larger scale, thanks to the utilisation of the popular forces in France 
and in other countries. There is no lack of proof on this point, although this 
matter does not form the essential subject of this report. The most important 
fact is that the arming of 15,000 partisans, some led by revolutionary chiefs, had 
no unpleasant consequences afterwards for the liberating administration. 
Nevertheless, the 15,000 partisans included, besides the highlend dwellers, a high 
percentage of workers and reilwaymen. There was no case of an undiseigbined 
Communist incident. 


Was this maintenance of order facilitated by the spontaneous collapse of 
Vichyism; i.e. of the institutions and the men of the Marshal? This is probable. 


It COLLAPSE OF VICHYISM 


As early as September 19th, 19,3, there broke out at Ajaccio a popular 
movement which spread throughout the islend as its liberation took plece, and the 
exact characteristics of which will be seen later. The most important point to 
be mentioned first of all is the absence of any effort on the part of the men of 
the Marshal (Legienary chiefs, S.0.L., officials supporting the New Order, etc-)> 
to defend themselves against the insurrection, or to keep their positions, or even 
to assert their right to contime in the old way. 


This total absence of reaction even led to an evident absence of incidents. 


> 


departure of the Germans meant that they no longer had pe right. to hold the command 5 


declarations made, a kind of tacit mesignation en bloc took place. — Sometimes, 
even, the Vichyists fled. | 


> 
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4 M. Luizet himself, in his account of this disappearance of Vichy, 
draws the well-founded conclusion that Pétainism is of an artificial 
character, at any rate at the present time, and has no roots whatsoever 
in French public opinion, 


In spite of the oath taken to the Marshal, all the former officials, 
with the Prefect at their head, immediately placed themselves at the 
disposal of the new Prefect, representing the Committee of National 
Liberation, 


It is, however, important to note that, owing to a curious sort 
of popular reaction, the passing over of authority by the former 
Prefect, named Felletier, to M, Luizet, was not accepted readily, the 
National Front contesting it as the sign of a continuity which should 
not exist. M, Luizet, reporting on his welcome by the ex-Prefect 
Pelletier, awaiting him actually on the quay at Ajaccio, and then 
telling of his introduction by Felletier to the heads of services at 
the Prefecture, describes the protests of the patriots against this 
transmission of authority. In other words, the population, or at any 
rate the most strongly resistant part of it, saw in this a sanctioning 
not only of the legitimacy of Vichy, but also of the administration which 
had persecuted them, 


These protests were most vociferous in the case of three members 
of the National Council who wore pistols in their belts; since September 
9th, Pelletier had accepted the presence of these men at his side, and 
had apparently even obeyed their orders. Moreover, their presence 
corresponded with the taking over of the general authority by the resistance, 
the broad lines of which will be retraced. 


IIT ASSUMPTION OF AUTHORITY BY THE RESISTANCE 


b) Munici ties 


In the mumicipal sphere, the National Front proceeded with the 
replacing of officials who had been nominated by the Marshal, elected 
mayors and mmicipal councillors taking their place, It is in fact 
known that, from the beginning of 1941, the ancient French municipal 
liberties had everywhere been suppressed by the Minister of the Interior, 
Peyrouton. Only the smali commmes had to a certain extent retained 
their elected representatives. Everywhere else nominations had been made 
of leading men who were usually of the extreme Right and mainly Legionaries. 


It is advisable to point out that the patriots have not returned to 
the state of affairs prior to the coup d'état of June, 1940. In fact, 
many former municipal magistrates, even some of those who were eliminated, 
had followed a very cautious line of conduct where Vichy was concerned, 
and even rallied to the Marshal, Only very few compromised themselves 
in the resistance movement. Others distingushed themselves in the black 
market. or in business with the occupiers. The patriots therefore pro- 
ceeded in the following mammer, according to M, Luiset‘'s report of September 
15th, 1943, to the Commissaire de 1‘Intérieur. 


In each municipality, the local representatives of the National Front 
began to install new assemblies, summarily elected by public vote in the 
open air. It should be noted that, for the first time, women participated 
in this popular election, and in many communes women were elected as municipal 
councillors, also for the first time. "Summarily" doubtless means a vote 
by acclamation. It does not, however, appear that this vote, irregular 
in its form, led to any kind of pressure being imposed on the voters. 

It does not even seem that public opinion was in any way tricked. This, 
at any rate, is what the Prefect asserts in the same report: "This 
situation, however revolutionary it may have been, appears to me to 

have been inspired by very healthy principles, and by an undeniable 
patriotism, * 


' Mereover, the elections were such that representatives of all parties 
were appointed, under the name of “gaullist", with, however, a noticeable 


‘ 
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increase in the number of representatives of workers with Communist, and 
above all Socialist tendencies. There was, however, no question of 
local Soviets, predominance being apparently given to all leading men 
of rural districts, with Radical tendencies, who had shown themselves 

to be patriots and supporters of the resistance. 


(b ) Arrondissement Committees 


In each arrondissement, similar elections took place, in accordance 
with the same principles and with similar results. 


( Cc ) Prefectorial Council 


In accordance with a procedure which is not clearly defined in the 
report, a committee known as the Prefectorial Council was instituted, 
apparently appointed by the new municipalities. This Prefectorial 
Council, of course, has nothing in common with what is called, in 
French administrative law, the Prefectorial Council. There is no 
connection with the administrative tribunal known by this name, On the 
contrary, it is a committee which is intended to have predominance over 
the departmental administration, The revolutionary character of the 
committee was sufficiently shown by the arming of the members of the 
Council. 


It will be seen later how M. Luizet limited the powers of this 
committee, and changed its name. What, however, it is important to 
remember is the popular urge towards the electoral urns from the time 
of the departure of the enemy, and the tendency to act in direct contrast 
to the Vichy doctrine. “The authority comes from above", said the 
Marshal. To this, the first fragment of Metropolitan France to be liber- 
ated, seems to have replied spontaneously, by its elections: “No! The 
authority comes from below." 


It should also be observed that the composition of the committee 
necessarily reflected the victory against Fascism, which, according to 
the Senator Giacobbi, was represented above all by the expulsion of the 
Axis powers and the sudden disappearance of the men of Vichy. In other 
words, the Prefectorial Council was chosen not only from the Left, but 
from the extreme Left. If Commandant Colonna d‘iIstria, a member of the 
Council, is evidently not a Communist, nor Meillot (cousin of General de 
Geulle), on the other hand Giovani, Vittorio, Choury and Pagés are all 
either Socialists or Communists. "Moreover, a Committee of Administration, 
which appears to have been instituted at the beginning, comprised Oudin 
and Raspail, of the Left and the extreme Left. 


However, according to the declarations of all those who were witnesses 
of these local events, it was because these were among the strongest members 
ef the resistance, and not because they were the most leftist, that they 
were chosen as leaders. It appears, moreover, that, for the most part, 
they were not so much Communists as men desirous of social reforms. 
According to M, Luizet, the majority were young idealists, whose only 
fault perhaps lay in the boldness of their ideas. In any case, it appears 
from all the documents studied that it is completely incorrect to say that 
there was at any time an attempt to take over the authority in the name of 
the proletariat, according to Merxist precepts. Nothing of the kind 
occurred, It was essentially a patriotic and Jacobin movement, a 
reaction on the part of the whole country against the Vichy poliep and 
administration, which had suddenly disappeared, 


Iv NORMALISATION BY THE COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 


One of the essential facts to be kept in mind in connection with the 
Corsican affair is the mammer in which the popular movement already described 
was brought to a normal state of affairs by — Prefect, i eet the 
Committee of National Liberation. 


; = 
(a) Partial Acceptance of the Fait Accompli 


The Prefect made no attempt to stand up against the popular movement, 
nor even to break it down. He merely endeavoured to free it from any 
tendency to partisanship, on the one hand by making it an integral 
of the new administration, and on the other by increasing its basis by 
the addition of more moderate elements. Such a policy therefore 
consisted above all in the partial recognition of the insurrection, 

In his report of September 15th, 1943, to the Commissaire de l*Intérieur, 
the Prefect explains that he wanted first of all to pay homage to the 
efforts of the patriots. This means that unreserved approval was 
extended not only to their struggle against the Germans, but also to the 
change of authority which they brought about by eliminating the men of 
Vichy. It is not a theoretical homage, since in fact the changes and 
institutions which were the result of the insurrection were, at one and 
the same time, ratified and rectified. — 


What happened in the case of the Prefectorial Council is altogether 
characteristic. The Prefect retained it. However, from the time of 
the first interview with the members of the committee, he pointed out 
that such a council could only have a consultative réle, as the Govermment 
authority could not be replaced by popular improvisation. Similarly, he 
asked that the name of “Prefectorial Council® should be replaced by 
"Departmental Committee". Finally, in later reports to the Committee 
he ensured the acceptance of new members, chosen from the other gaullist 
current, that of the Senator Giacobbi and even other leading men, 


What should also be pointed out is the fact that the maintenance 
of the Communists (a small minority) in the Departmental Committee was 
accepted by the adversaries of Communism, upon the insistence of the 
Prefect, who indicated the desirability of not excluding them An order 
has since been issued by the Prefect regulating his relationships with 
the Departmental Conmittee, and this has made it possible for the 
popular movement to be kept in control, 


(b) Formal Irregularities, and Provisional Character of Measures Taken 


The Prefect does not hide, in his reports, the fact that the decisions 
which he was led to take were of a completely illegal and irregular character, 
but he considered that illegality of form was indispensable if he was to 
arrive at a state of social order without doing the people a disservice. 
However, in his declarations he clearly specified the provisional character 
of everything he had accomplished in this period, saying that only elections 
and the regular formalities could finally decide the government of Corsica, 
as also the government of France. 


Thus the acceptance of the fait accompli had only a restricted value, 
and was also dependent upon the clearly popular and social trend which 
had been expressed, 


Cc ement between the French Mili and Civil Authorities | ia. 
in Connection with Censorship and Police 


In principle, when M, Luizet arrived he had no real power in this 
respect. He landed with General Mollard, who represented the Commander- 
in-Chief Giraud, According to French law, the Prefect had no right to take 
the initiative on any of the matters with which he dealt, and his action 
far exceeded his Prefectorial powers, especially in view of the state of 
siege. His réle could have been restricted to that of a figurehead. 
However, by accident and not owing to a previous. arrangement, an 
was reached between the two men, who decided to respect the French tradition 
according to which, in the case of a state of siege, the military authorities, 
after having theoretically received all rights, hand over to the French 
civil authorities all those powers of which the army has no essential need 
for the purposes of its security. 
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4 It was the respecting of this custom which enabled the civil 
administration - which did not take refuge in an attitude of indifference 
to politics, as the military authorities might have been tempted to do = 
boldly to tackle the provisional situation, for the good of all concerned, 


A few details can be given on the manner in which the military 
authorities thus ceded certain of their rights. The censorship presented 
the first problem An organisation was formed, by agreement between 
General Mollard and the Prefect, for the purpose of directing the 
new censorship. This organisation was composed of three persons, namely, 
a representative of General Mollard, a representative of the Prefect and 
a patriot chosen from among the members of the Consultative Conmittee, 
This organisation appears to have given the best results. 


4s far as police matters were concerned, the handing over of powers 
by the military authorities did not take place in the form of co-operation 
between the civil authorities and the new representatives of the people, 
but by the total delegation of the authority over certain services. 
Thus those services which had a political character - i.e. the Service 
des Renseignements-Généraux and the Judiciary Folice - were passed on to 
the Prefect. Similar measures were taken in all spheres, so that in fact 
the Committee of National Liberation had the authority over 
the administration. 


The manner in which the Prefect used this authority in different 
spheres will be discussed, the most important questions being dealt with, 
and first of all the problem of arrests. 


(a) The Desire for. Justice, and even for Reprisals 


The desire for justice, and even for reprisals, is an established 
fact in Prance and in Corsica, and the feeling is a violent one. However, 
it should be placed to the credit of the National Front movement that it 
gave proof of great moderation, In fact, 25 persons only were arrested 
in the first insurgent region, that of Ajaccio. They were all notorious 
collaborationists, and in this way they were protected from popular fury. 
In other words, the resistance groups did not act in accordance with the 
impulses of the crowd, but with a very great sense of responsibility. These 
arrests were afterwards sanctioned by the Prefect, who did not make any 
fresh arrests except in individual cases where there was sufficient 
evidence of guilt. Revenge was not taken on any Pétainist or Legionary. 
In their places of retreat, they were uneasy, but they were not molested, 


(e ) Revocations 


The Prefect made it his rule not to revoke any official ex officio, 
purely because of popular feeling. However, he gave his sanction to a 
few replacements which had already been effected, although only as a 
provisional measure. Moreover, he demanded ail the records of officials 
suspeéted of collaborationism or of the persecution of democrats, in order 
to make decisions. He suggested to the Algiers Committee that, generally 
speaking, they should adhere to the principle of suspension, without 
pronouncing revocations. 


f) Meiries 


The events of Corsica once more prove the great importance in France 
ef the communal cell. For this reason, the question of the mmicipalities 
and of replacements appears, in the eyes of the representatives of the 
Committee of National Liberation, to be the most important and also the 
most difficult one. Here again, the Prefect took a line of compromise, 
with the agreement of the consultative committee. When he arrived in 
Corsica, the wave of elections was spreading everywhere in the Corsican 
mountain districts. He endeavoured to stem the tide where possible; but 
where elections had already taken place he sanctioned them, while reserving 
the right to make modifications. The legal texts which he used in teking 
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these measures date from 1939, and allow the Prefect to take any action 
which might be useful for the municipal administration, It was therefore 
essentially a text of the Third Republic which was used, 


The criterion adopted for the elimination of mayors and municipal 
councillors appears essentially to have been an objective one: namely, 
nomination by Vichy. In other words, any official nominated by Vichy 
was revoked, or rather suspended, This applied to all commumes where 
spontaneous nominations had taken place. 


These are some of the measures which make it possible to determine 
the policy followed by the Committee of National Liberation, as it is 
difficult to believe that this moderate line was not fixed in advance before 
the departure of M, Luizet from Algiers. 


V__ SUPPORT OF THE POPULATION 


It is difficult to determine whether this policy, however moderate 
it might have been, encountered unanimous approval. One fact is certain: 
that the small proportion —- estimated at 5% - of partisans of Vichy no 
longer has any influence. On the other hand, the enthusiastic welcome 
given to the measures of interior policy was to some extent confused with 
delight at the military liberation. Nevertheless, the fact that the 
representatives of all parties, including even persons well known for their 
anti-Communist or anti-Socialist tendencies, agreed to form part of the 
new organisations, seems to indicate that public opinion in general found 
all the measures taken very natural, 


It should not be forgotten that, in the view of everybody, in France 
as in Corsica, the idea of military liberation is always connected with 
that of liberation from elements of the extreme Right, which the presence 
of the enemy has imposed, directly or indirectly, 


VI _ WHAT HAS BEEN LEARNED FROM THE OPERATION 
a) Vi has no ular Legitima 


This thesis, which is the fundamental thesis of de Gaullism, certainly 
appears to have been verified, In fact, as has been noted earlier, all 
Vichy elements have either withdrawn or offered to hand over their 
authority, and this fact has been pointed out by the Committee of National 
Liberation in its telegram to Ambofrance, already mentioned, 


The Vichy régime collapsed without even a shadow of resistance, thus 
showing the artificial character of its authority and the fact that it had 
no roots in public opinion. According to witnesses of the Corsican 
incident, Vichy died without uttering a cry. 


b Legitimacy of the Committee of National Liberation 


When, on September 1th, towards one o'clock in the morning, the crowd 
at Ajaccio welcomed, amid shots fired into the air, the representative of 
the Committee of National Liberation, the “Marseillaise® was solemly 
sung. General Mollard was cheered enthusiastically, but the Prefect 
@eclares in his later report that the crowd, having seen only his “képi", 
thought he was General de Gaulle. However this may be, it appears from 
the various reports that the name of General de Gaulle was continually 
mentioned, particularly in. the speeches of mayors. It is certain that 
the authority of the Committee of National Liberation was taken for 
granted. The Prefect's accounts contain some passages which are of 
necessity sentimental, and often picturesque. Thus he speaks of the 
bright eyes of the Corsicans during the ceremonies of welcome, and the 
rites that were deveted to the distinguished newcomer: for instance, 
rice and flowers were strewn in his path, 


Several times, the Prefect speaks of the popular spontaneity which 


| 
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greeted his assumption of authority, and the ease with which he was able 
to arbitrate, as representative of the Committee of National Liberation, 
in the most delicate situations. 


(c) Moderation of the Committee of National Liberation 


The third lesson of the Corsican operation lies in the moderation 
of the policy followed by the Committee of National Liberation, in 
contrast perhaps with the passionate declarations of certain commissaires. 
The Corsican reports show a striking desire for unanimity. Thus, if 
the Communists have been given only a minor réle, it is because they 
represent only a small fraction of public opinxin, In one place, the 
Prefect points out that the share of the Communists is too great in the 
popular formations which were the first result of the movement. He 
adds: “fhis is not a reproach, but a statement of fact." Similarly, 
the Prefect considers that the young people of the National Front 
have ideas which are too bold, and he therefore weighted the Committee 
with more solid elements, etc. 


Similarly, none of the actions accomplished was of a final 
character. Reconciliation, moderation and national feeling took pre- 
dominance over the partisan spirit. This is not a eulogy, but a 
statement of fact. 


ad) Formulae ted 


The fourth lesson of the operation consists in the practical formulae 
adopted in order to ensure the administration of the country in complete 
harmony between the military and civil authorities. Phe formulae 
used for the retrocession of authority seem to be particularly worth 


noting. 
VII RESERVATIONS 


As was stated at the beginning of this report, the documentation 
examined, however extensive it may have been, is not sufficient to enable 
one to draw definite conclusions. In addition, however, various other 
considerations counsél prudence in the conclusions suggested in this 


report. 


(a) Corsica, Country of Clans 


In Corsica, the policy of adherence to parties is of less importance 
than the clan policy - i.e. loyalty of the inhabitants to leading men 
who themselves are attached to big clan leaders, In other words, 
ideology has less importance than in France, It can therefore be 
assumed that it will not be so easy to settle the situation in France, 
as the clash of ideas will be stronger. 


(b) No Popular Agglomerations 


This reservation is all the more applicable because in Corsica there 
are no great popular agglomerations, nor any great centres where workers 
are massed, 


(c) The Réle of the Commnists 


On the other hand, the agreement of the Communist party to all 
measures reducing it to a r6le altogether different from that which it 
had assumed during the first period of the popular movement corresponds . 
to the absence of workers' agglomerations in Corsica, as well as to the 
weakness of Communism in this department. This party had only 8 votes 
in the arrondissement of Ajaccio at the 1936 elections, out of a total 
of 15, 752 electors, while in the arrondissement of Corte it had 603 
votes out of 13,817. In the other arrondissements it did not even 
have a candidate, 


ig -9- 
CONCLUSION 


The preceding details seem to make it possible to draw cautious 
but firm conclusions, in a very simple manner. From the practical 
point of view, it appears that the Corsican experiment shows how 
useful the Committee of Liberation is as an instrument of national 
order and unity, and as an arbiter between the different French 
tendencies. It would therefore seem advisable to increase its 
authority. On the other hand, the experience shows that it is quite 
possible to establish, for France, where the experiment will be much 
more difficult, rules of liberation which will permit the inter- 
Allied military authorities, acting in agreement with the Committee 
of National Liberation, provisionally to administer the country and 
to prepare its self-determination, while at the same time taking into 
account the differences between the insular fragments of France and 
France itself. 


There is reason to believe that to a certain extent what has 
happened in Corsica will happen in France, but it might perhaps be 
advisable to see that what was improvised in Corsica should form the 
basis for a rational plan which could be applied in the case of France. 


In Metropolitan France itself, the only possible means to achieve 
order would be, not the National Front, but the totality of the 
resistance movements (to which the National Front adheres). Particularly 
during the last year, the organisation of these resistance movements 
has become very powerful; this is different from the situation in 
Corsica, where the National Front appeared to have the monopoly of 
organisation and arms. 
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M.I.3(a) 
The War Office, 
LGNDGY, S.We1. 


3rd Jume, 19435- 


\ SECRET - 
Dear eck : ce 
es C Galed Sunt 4d? 


Here is the information about conSee = which you asked ; 
1. Organisation 

The garrison appears to be controlled by V Army (H.Q- FLORENCE). 

The highest formation in the island is VII CGerps. ‘his is 
composed of 20 Friuli Division, 4 Cremona Division, 226 Coastal 
Division and Corps Troops. 


VII Corps H.Q. is at CORTE 

12, Cremona Div. H.Q. is at CAURO 

20 Friuli Div. H.Q@ is at BASTIA 

The main concentrations are at BASTIA, CORTE, CALVI and AJACCIO. 
3e Strength 

Total strength of the garrison : 50-60,000. 


I hope this is what you want. Please let me know if you require 
any other details. - 


Yours 


i ae 
AM ate : 


Bush House (Centre Block) 


3 We Ss 2e 


@... Gebel Sic - 


Hii 
¥ Ei i! 


6th April, 1943. 


@.: Major Mathews. 


I do not know whether 
your Section is interested in the 
Lavezzi Islands between Sardinia 


his mother at:= 


al rue a*Isily, 
Aigierse 


Dre Lede Beck 


lst April, 1943. 


TO: Re Allen Esq. 
FROM: Dr. Beck, P.W.E. 9 Country H.Qe 
DATE: 12.12.42. 


Gielgud phoned me teday and seid that you wished 
to have some details on Corsica. 


XI am attaching a short note containing the odd 
seraps of information which have come our way. We have 
not been receiving much intelligence about Corsica, 
especially that which is relevant to the morale of the 
people themselves. This is mainly due to the fact that 
postal commmications have been bad since 19,0. 


I may add, confidentially, that news did come 
through in October that there was quite a big resistance 
organisation on the island, consisting of about 8,000 
aresahe but the Italian occupation came before any real 


? could be obtained. fp S s 


‘ MOST SBORET, 


DRAFT, 


. BY THE TSH GOV. ON DE ON OF 


MARTIAL LAW IN THE LEBANON. 


1. United Netions strategy demands tranquility in this area. <Any further 
unrest at this time would impede the successful prosecution of the war, and 
thus delay the liberation of Europe. 

2. The British action was taken after consultation with the U.S.A. and 
UeS.S.I9 when all efforts to arrange a compromise had failed, 

Be This action is of a temporary nature:=- 


(a) To safeguard the military position. 


(bo) To give time for the premise of Jue 1941 to be 
implemented in more favourable circumstances. 


bee Make liberal use of all instances of continuing co-operation with 
the F.N.C.L. and the resistance movement in France for the maximm 
prosecution of the war. 

5. Avoid in comment any recriminations or criticism of personalities. 


20th. November 1943. 


MOST SECRET CY PHER TELEGRAM 


= W ARNING This cypher message must first be thoroughly paraphrased if it is necessary 
2 GS to publish its text or to communicate it to persons outside British or 
American Government Services and Departments. The text may be re-transmitted without 
paraphrasing through the Cabinet Office; if transmitted unparaphrased through other channels, 
the originator must direct that the new message is to be sent by one-time pad (O.T.P.). 
2. Messages already marked O.T.P. are excepted from the above rules. — 


O% 3789 
TOO .181'750:; 
. TO) 1819252 
MOST EES its 
Frome air Ministry | 
To:— Britnan Yeshinston, peveated ..F.H.:. ie 
7, 3739 18th Noverber 1943 


_- London co-ordinating Comittee recomend 
follovying Directive:- 


So Rot. Nake Sox 
Lebanese Crisis 


1. With due regard to proper weight and time, and 
to their place in the framework of world events,. 
developments in the situation should be reported - 
factually without acrijonious comment. 


2. . While the French Committee is ee given time 
to retrieve the situation we should avoid creating 
the impression that their hand is being forced. At 
the same time, we should not, in any way, condone 
French action in the Lebanon. ; 


Se Remember that French listeners are not primarily 
concerned with the proplch itself. They will, how- 
ever, be affected by the treatment af any news item or 
commentary, which could be eee as making the 
problem or its solution one which involves national 
prestige; this should, therefore, be avoided. 


4e We areprepared to issue a special directive in 
the event either that, Vichy, German, and Algiers—French 
radio ate Ce ee on the situation to an extent 
that requires an immediate replys or that a breakdown 
in French efforts to restore the situation should |. 
ee some special action on the part af the British 
authorities. | 


De France: Agreed 

Be Ref: NAF 522 | 

Be No stop was ever placed in London on release of 
= / Caiazzo incident 


—o 


Gaiazzo incident, and accounts shave been out for 2 
WOCK. Liters st, which wes never arcot, has dicd 


. downs 


is a a (Snore povive, which wo do not believe 
likely, het you should state thet Caiazzo 

| Ee dont is ie boing fully ee and appropricte 

action will be taken. 


8. |. Further. vroccdure has not yet been gobticd, 
you should not “icntion London Yar crincs Cor ission. 


~ T,0.0. 1817502 . 


Circulation | 


Brigedicr Jaceb . 

Forcisn Secretary 

First Sea Lord - 

C.6 Tele: a War office 
A. M,CaS~ (C) 

Sir grme Sargent 

Sir R. Bruce “Lockhart 
-Meje Gon. Brooks 

ies te aes 


e MOST SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM 


werRNING This cypher message must first be thoroughly paraphrased if it is necessary 
—————— to publish its text or to communicate it to persons outside British or 
American Government Services and Departments. The text may be re-transmitted without 
paraphrasing through the Cabinet Office; if transmitted unparaphrased through other channels, 
the originator must direct that the new message is to be sent by one-time pad (O.T.P.). 

9. Messages already marked O.1T.P. are excepted from the above rules.. 


TZ 4301 
TOO 111715 
7 TOR LicoLsz 
IMMEDIATE: 
From: Mideast. 
To: Air Ministry, 


repeated Ninth army for General Spears, 
sera se for High Commissioner, — 
Bagdad 


Algiers. 


KK/140. lith. November 1945. 


Following for Foreign office, repeated General § ears 


Beirut, rptd High Commissioner Jerusalem rptd sador 


Bagdad, rptd Resident Minister Algiers. 

Reference KK/138. 

Cairo evening papers today published ist of 
French action in Beirut. We have lifted stop on 
publication of facts whilst stopping infilamatory 
comment. 3 

TO. 05 LEED. 
(Distributed by Foreign Office) 


War Cabinet Distribution. 


MOST SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM 


ARNING This cypher message must first be thoroughly paraphrased if it is necessary 
to publish its text or to communicate it to persons outside British or 
American Government Services and Departments. The text may be re-transmitted without 
paraphrasing through the Cabinet Office; if transmitted unparaphrased through other channels, 
the originator must direct that the new message is to be sent by one-time pad (O.T.P.). 
9. Messages already marked O.T.P. are excepted from the above rules. 


IZ 4296 
TOO 1114007, 


‘TOR 1117257, 
MOST: IMMEDIATE, 
From: ifideast 
TOs Air Ministry 
KK/ 138 ‘1th November 1943. 


“Following for Foreign Office repeated 
‘General Spears, Beirut repeated 
Resident Minister, Algiers 


From Minister of State. 


i, Gince my telegrain 2558, Spears tells me that 
Hellsu, by procl ion, has dissolved Lebanese 
Parliament and Government and installed Bmil Hdde to 
conduct government. President of Lebanese Hepuotse 
has also been arrested. I should add to h 58 that. 
asked Spears to see Helleu and leave protest in writing 
as described but to put the threat of Martial Law 
verbally and not in writing. 


Gow. IT called Defence Committee together at LOOO 
hours this morning to consider Lebanese crisis. 
Defence Committee confirmed contents of my 2558.. "ape ae 
Additionally it was resolved that British troops should 
not be employed unless and until British Martial Law 
wat declared. We would only consider imposition of 
Martial Law if either;— e 
. (1) Rrench advise us that they cannot control 
the situation or- : : : 
(11) That such a state of disorder arises with 
resent operations in the Aegean based on Beirut ~ 
hat preparations for Hardihoad or Supercharge — 
— ak art to be impeded. 
ven then British Martial Law to be declared only on 
instructions from Middle East Defence Committee. 
de It is obvious that Helleu would only have: | 
acted as he has done on instructions from Algiers, and — 
that it is only Al@iers who can remedy the politital 


“situation 


Qe 
political/ | , 
situation in Beirut by instructions to Helleue ! 
Negotiations with the French in Beirut are unlikely to be 


fruitful. British (and if possible imerican) pisesure 
on Algiers to be sensible, is the only possibility. 


Ae (To Foreign Office only) 


 . = Disposition of British troops follows in my 
imnediatcly following telegram 


| 7.0.0, 1134007, 
(Distributed by Foreign Office) 
War Cabinet Distribution. 


MOST SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM 


‘ %, ARNING, This cypher message must first be thoroughly paraphrased if it is necessary 
- ———————. to publish its text or to communicate it to persons outside British or 
American Government Services and Departments. The text may be re-transmitted without 
paraphrasing through the Cabinet Office; ff transmitted unparaphrased through other channels, 
the originator must direct that the new message is to be sent by one-time pad (O.T.P.). 
2. Messages already marked O.T.P. are excepted from the above rules. 


IZ 4296 
TOO 1114007, 


| a TOR 1117257, 
MOST IMMEDIATE. 
From: ifideast 
Os ALr Ministry 
ey 11th November 1943. 


Following for Foreign Office repeated 
General Spears, Beirut repeated 
.. Resident Minister, Algiers 


From Minister of State. 

i, Since my eee 2558, Spears tells me that 
Helleu, by procl ion, has dissolved Lebanese 
Parliament and Government and installed Mail Hdde to 
conduct government. President of Lebanese Hopabise 
has also been arrested. I should add to f 58 that 
agked Spears to see Helleu and leave protest_in writing 
as. described but to put the threat of Martial Law 
verbally and not in writing. 3 


Coe T called Defence Committee together at L000 
hours this morning to consider Lebanese crisis. 
Defence Gommittce confirmed contents of my 25586. 
Additionally it was resolved that British troops should 
not be employed unless and until British Martial Law 
was: declared. We would only consider imposition of 
Martial Law if cither;-— = 
: (1) French advise us that they cannot controt 
the situation or— 
(11) That such a state of disorder arises with 
peesene operations in the Aegean based on Beirut 
hat preparations for Hardihoed or Supercharge 
= pes aoe ees impeded. 
ven then British Martial Law to be declared only on 
instructions from Middle East Defence Conmittee,. : 
Se .  &t is obvious that Helleu would only have. 
acted as he has: done on instructions from Algiers, and 
that it is only Algiers vho can remedy the politidal 


| /situation 


oe 
political/ : 
situation in Beirut by instructions to Helleu. 
Negotiations with the French in Beirut are SOs ieathy to be 
fruitful. British (and if possible jmerican) site 
on .ilgiers to be. sensible, is the only possibility. 
fe (TO Forcign Office only) 


Disposition of British troops a in my 
smoatately sores eee 


(Distributed by ne ee = 
War Cabinet Distribution. 


Up 


reef Vos rons Dh. cee 


LEBANON 


In issuing a directive we are faced with the following uncertainties: - 


1. Uncertainty as to H.M.G.'s policy. On the one hand there is 
no evidence of a retreat from our demands for the fulfilment of all 
conditions required of the French. On the other, there have already been 
two postponements of the time limit set for unconditional French 
acceptance of these demands. ota 


2. Uncegtainty as to the relative importance attached in the 
last resort by H.M.G. (a) to the solution of the local problem and 
its repercussions thpoughout the Arab world and (b) to the effects of 
a breakdown in negotiations with the French Committee in Algiers. 


The seat of negotiations having been tranferred from Beirut 
to Algiers, it mst be assumed that it is H.M.G.*s policy to do nothing 
to embarrass the already delicate task of H.M. representative in Algiers 
-as long as negotiations continue. - 


From a P.W. standpoint the dilema therefore consists in 
reconciling the maintenance of a tough line (so that we cannot be 
accused of having failed to prepare our audiences inthe event of a 
breakdown and the necessity for a drastic solution) with the avoidance 
of anything which may be interpreted in Algiers as. an undimplomatic 
attempt. to bring pressure to bear on negotiations still in progress. 


These are the internal problems. Besides these we have to 
consider the effect of our treatment of the crisis: 


(a) On our French audience (and particularly on the morale 
of resistance). wes ee 


‘(b) On enemy propaganda (disunity among the Allies; British 
exploitation of French’ weakness; British hyprocrdsy in 
posing as the champion of oppressed native populations in 
view of India, Palestine, etc.). . 


There is also an additional complicaticn. 


Despatches show that whereas. H.M, representative in Algiers 
is making every effort to reach a solution with the French Committee 
¢with present and future Anglo-French relations very mach in the fore- 
front of his mind), H.M. representative in Beirut, and to a lesser 
extent H.M. Minister of State, Cairo, are primarily concerned with the 
effects of a solution on Arab opinion and secon with exposing the 
shortcomings of the Algiers Committee and Generalée Gaulle. British 
readiness in Beirut to publicise the Lebanese argument that the French 
Committee is not the legal Frech government and General Spears’ attempt 
to dissociate General Catroux from the National Committee and General 


de Gaulle are examples of this tendency. | = 


Pending clarification of these apparently incompatible viewpoints, 
|we should presumably work on the assumption that the Algiers Committee 
jis acknowledged by H.ML.G. as the competent authority inthis matter, 

i since in fact the outcome of the crisis depends on negotiations now in 
| train between Mr. McMillan and the representative of the Committee. 


4 

: ' 
There is therefore (a) a local crisis (with military and political 

repercussions in the Middle East); (b) an Anglo-French crisis involving 

the wh -\ relation of H.M.G. with the provisionally recognised French 


} 


author: es in Algiers and so indirectly with the French people. ~ | 


“oe 3 2 

The issue of (a) is clear and we s 

inf our audiences, including France 
The issue of (b) is by no means clear, 

instructions fron H.M.G. that our policy 


issue can only cause anxiety and confusi 
Algiers, besides providing a first-class 


d have no hesitation in 

on this question. 
e absence of direct 
changed, discussion of this 
in France and irritation in 
nenmy propaganda line which may 
if the crisis is satisfactorily 


In view of the above considerafions it is suggested that the 
following are the main directive points: 


. SL a pe Saks Dee: eT TATE OOO, 
Report factually hard hard developments in the Séciaktiees onal 


| Soke 
| 
| 


‘ 2. While negotiations are still pending, avoid any comments 
~ er statenient of views calculated to embarrass their success. 
It is essential that ¢hés should include anything that’ could 
ant be interpreted by either of the negotiating parties in Algiers 
as an attempt to bring indirect pressure upon the negotiators. 


3B. While it is necessary to convey the gravity with which the 
| Lebanese troubles are regarded by H.M.G. and the urgency attached 
to their elimination from the anglfe of the general prosecution 
“of the war, avoid interpreting the crisis in terms of national 
honour or prestige unless‘ events themselves render this 
unavoidable. 


hk. Remember that Algiers is the present seat of negotiations. 
Present tension and past divergencies in policy in Beirut 
may result in partisan pronoumements from any of the interested 
4 parties. Where these add nothing to hard developments and/or 
might embarrass the negotiations in Peters > they should not 
be given currency. 


Sete LQ ok > : 
eecereers ss eo 


MOST SECRET 


The Foreign Office rang last night, the 
21 * instant, at 19.20 hours, giving guidance 
on .sebanon developments. 


Care should be taken not to comment too 
enthusiastically on the reinstatement of the 
President and the release of the Ministers. 
Our attitude is that as far as they go the 
measures now taken by the French are 
acceptable, but that they do not present a 
full solution. 


For background, the fact that reinstate- 
ment of Ministers is not mentioned will 
present a considerable difficulty. 


Before the French action taken in the 
matter of releases, it had been agreed by 


H.M.G. to postpone action for a ther 48 hrs. 
/bheg: Si, Prev - 


2 7/4/43 


_ 3M Seer 


— 
: Jef P, et 


I have acted on your note to D.P.W.I. 
who is not available and instructed the 
Duty Officer to report to you or your staff 
any broadcast monitored from Vichy, Radio 
France Algiers or other French stations 

unless it is manifestly of a routine char- 

f acter. In the evening (i.e. after about 7) 
they will report to the Night Duty Officer. 

| I assume you are taking steps to inform 

| bim of the circumstances under which he is 
to take action. 


2. I am not asking the B.B.C. Monitoring 
Service to put a special watch on the French 


broadcasts because that is the thing they 
will obviously be doing already. 


MG Bale 


A.D. (S.P. ) 


49th November, 1943 


Copy 
To: Brigadier Sachs 


From: Ritchie Calder 


The London Political Warfare Coordinating Committee is 
prepared to hold an emergency meeting on the Lebanon situation 
if and when a British statement becomes necessary. 


PoWeBe ES therefore charged with advising them as to when 
the emergency arises. 


Such a statement may be provoked by Vichy or Radio France, 
Algiers, or éther French broadcasts. 


Could we have a special watch put on to these broadcasts? 
19th November, 194.3. 


BRITISH DECLARATION 


In the opening sentence “H,iM.G." should be amended to "C, in C, 
Middle East", This re-enforces the military argument, 

"The arrests, which seemed to the Middle East peoples quite 
unjustified by the circumstances in which they were made, has greatly 
disturbed and excited public opinion throughout an area wherein 
tranquility is vital for the wholehearted prosecution of the War." 
This seems to be quite irrelevant as the ground on which the action 
is taken is military and not due to any decision by H.M.G, on the 
merits of the dispute, 

Furthermore, it would seem to embarrass the C, in C,, who by 
this passage is committed to the feelings of the people of the terri- 
tory, which may in fact promote disturbances with which he will have 
to deal, 

The word "direct" should be omitted, Its inclusion will give 
rise to every sort of suspicion that the word "direct" cloaks 
reservations and implies that we seek indirect advantage, 

If it is necessary to qualify, we seek no advantage other than 
the successful prosecution of the war for the benefit of all United 
Nations. 

eawe > fro cle blot cre with ble fprncliiy 


ta Freee , 


Subject to any amendment you may wish to make, it is 
proposed that the following official declaration by H.M.G. should 
be issued in Cairo and London in the event of a declaration of 
British martial law on Monday, November 22nd, 


Begins: os 


"In order to preserve calm in the Middle East area,( BMG 
fi ETI Te SN Ss ae eR. Ro 


have today been obliged to ie partial law in the 
Lebanon, The present grave aiteuntionetecainendn ae Goninon 
remain indifferent, is due to the failure of all efforts to arrange 
a@ compromise in the dispute between the Lebanese Govermment and 

the French Committee of National Liberation regarding constitutional 
liberties and reforms in the Lebanon, jin the course of which the 
President and Prime Minister and other members of the newly-elected 
Lebanese Government were arrested on the orders of the French 
Delegate-General. The arrestswhich seemed to the Middle East 
peoples quite unjustified by the circumstances in which they were 
made, has greatly disturbed and excited public opinion throughout 
eh area wherein tranquillity pS: vital for the wholehearted 
prosecution of the war./ H.-M.G. seek no Girect) advantage for 
themselves and do not wish to substitute British influence for 

that of the French in the Levant. Their intention is to create 

a framework of law and order within which the present difficulties 
may be resolved in the light of the undertakings given to the 


Lebanese people. “ 


Lebanon Round-up, 1, Uncluding new material. 


Delicate stage reached in Lebanon talks. 
Hush hush meeting in Algiers. 


Lehanon negotiations are now at a most delicate puxmt stage, stated French 
official quarters in Algiers after today's meeting of the French National 
Liberation Committee, cables Dennis Martin, Reuter’s special correspondent. 
There are indications that General Catroux may soften the hitherto 
determined Lebanese politicians, 
The French quarters in Algiers, however, emphasised that there can 


be no question of the return of these people to the Lebanese Goverment. 
Today's talks formed the third hush-hush meeting of the French 
Committee since Thursday. 


Lebanon Round-up, 2. 
Authoritative British circles in Algiers today descrébed the position 


x 
as "a little easier" but added that concrete moves must come from the French. 
Reuter's special correspohdent on the Lebanon-Palestine frontier told — 
in a cable today of the part which British and American diplomacy is playing 
in attempting to solve the crisis. 

Major-General Spears, British Minister to Syria, and Mr. John Lascelles, 
the British Counsellor, acting under the general supervision of Mr. Richard 
Casey, British Minister of State in the Middle East, have done their utmost 
through diplomatic channels. 

The correspondent added: "They have poured oil on iemmikiecmctars the 
waters where they were most troubled and have tried to pacify the more unruly 
spirits. If ever the State papers¢ on this unfortunate flare up are published 
they will disclose how the British Legation, acting in unison with Mr. George 
Wadsworth, the U.S. representative, did a really splendid job of work in 
localising a situation which might have assumed wider Middle East proportions 
if it had heen allowed to drift unchecked. 


Lebanon round=up, 3. 


Mr. Casey told war correspondents in Beirut that as Britain had naval 
and land bases in the Lebanon the crisis could not be only a Franco-Lebanon 
crisis but it also had a British side. He added that Britain had no political 
or territorial aims in the Lebanon. 

Mr. Casey is understood to have made it quite clear to General Catroux 
that the British attitude is that disturbances must not be allowed to develop 
in this vitally important strategic area, wrote Reuter's diplematic correspon— 
dent today. He also emphasised the hope that eneral Catroux would succeed 
without further delay in finding a political solution to the dispute between 
the French and the Lebanese, and so obviate the necessity for recourse to other 
measurese 
General Catroux, who is French Commissioner for Exmusk Moslem affairs, 
today rejected the idea of an inter-Allied Commission to solve the problem. 

He told a Press conference in Beirut that skch a Commission would only increase 
the difficulties four or five times. . 


Lebanen Round-up, 4. 


General Catroux said: "The problem is not only Franco-Lebancen but also 
Anglo-French, but the differences existing between France and England en the 
Lebanon problem do not prevent me from continuing to be the greatest friend of 
"As regards the solution of the present crisis, it will certainly be 
necessary to make concessions by one side and the other as any agreenent 
pre-supposes. It is understandable that the presence of two Authorities in a 
country creates difficulties, anyone being dissatisfied oné one side being abley 
to put the blame on the other. 

"ln the Lebanon French responsibilities are political and administrative: 
British x nsibilities are military andé secutiry ones. If each keeps to his 


nsibilities all will be 
cebanen ia net only British security but Alited securl 2 tion raised in the 


End Round-up. 16.45. 
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19th November, 19,3. 
IMMEDIATE 
PILOT 
“ . Followin;: is special directive on the situation 
H.M. Ambassador in the Lebabon: 
Washinston , 
1. The situation is deteriorating. After four days, 
Catroux's visit has produced no results. Though the 
i 0 Fd |e local situation remains comparatively calm, this is 
Noee LBS.. ‘ 
Cypher only due to popular restraint, wich is based on con- 
SPECIAL (PILOT) fidence in Catroux securing their rights and con- 
Repeated to: sciousness of British CERES 1S and military 
Minister of State responsibilities in the area. 
Cairo : 
Jy 6 v9 2. Throughout the Middle Bast the continued im- 
NoOcec¥SeVevicsee ; 
(IMMEDIATE) - prisonment,of a democratic president and government is 
H.M. Consul General . 
Algiers awakinc increasing anxiety. This should not (repeat 
Nokca cealocaaas not) be played dorm, since we bear main burden of 
(IMMEDIATE) | 
prosecutin:; the war in the Middle East. 
C,4£.0. 175 . 
356 Preparce our audiences for possibly worse news. 
D.G. ee 
Pape. . SGRLEES French action, for next 48 hours comment should 
‘Mre Kirkpatrick : 
D of Plans (3) a show accurately and dispassionately anxiety, over French — 
D.PeWe (0) 
D French Region failure so far to heec our wa.nminc:s that the President 
G:A.0..:€2) : 


and HERES USES HOES be immedia tely released as a 
prerequisite fs né= zotiations. 
4. With nevs of Minister of State visiting Beirut, 
| explain his purpose is to essist Catroux in any vay 


possible and impress the French with the seriousness of 


the situation througnuout the Midcle East. 


™ 


7 The BB.C, has up to the present been under instructions to report 
"factually" the situation in the Lebanon, and its repercussions, PO Pe 
obviously cannot be continued indefinitely, and P, WE, feel strongly thet the 
point has now been reached where sone authoritative guidance in relation to 
- H.MLG.*s policy and probable future action is necessary, Meamhile, 0.¥.I. 

has also been advised to report "factually", but has already asked for further 

guidance; in the absence of such guidance it is, incidentally, inevitable 
that 0,W.I. and to some extent the B.B,C,, will quote from the press which, 
in view of the delicagy of the situation, may prove unfortunate, 

The following questions will give some idea of the guidence which 

P.W.E, require: 

1, What action H.M.G. proposes to take, and what we are expected to do 

about 1t? . 

2, What 4s HIG, ‘'s attitude to C.F.L,N, over this question? 

3. Cen we put out the historical story, pointing out that the situation 

4s particularly unfortunate in that we have been at loggerheads with Frefce 

“for twenty years over this part of the world, that for the purposes of the 

war we must have a quiet Lebanon, and that while Paris is under the heel of 

theenemy the French must do nothing to hamper the war effort? 2 

lee Ié H.M.G,.*s policy ‘in this connection coordinated with (a) U.S.A, 

(b) U.S.3,R? : 7 

5. What is H,N,¢.‘'s attitude towards Catroux, 


t). KM. ee. . 


Cee ty LrA Gttr~ - 


Dl wlyd. 


hob 


—, 


AS requested by P. WB, 


With due regard to proper weighting and time in its 
this sheuld there- 
. 


place in the framework of world affairs,events should be 
It will be a major blow to the morale of Metropolitan 


axe preoccupied with the much more urgent and vital question 
of an early Allied victory ani the liberation of their 
Franes in its battle of resistance if this problem assumes 


concerned with the problem itself: 
affected by the treatment of any news item, or coumentary, 


which can be interpreted as making the problem or its 
aclution one involving National prestige: 
the proportion of Pranco-British disunity. 


fore be avoided, 


1elleh3e 


feos Mr. Calder. 
From: Mr. Abulefia. 


16th November, 1945 


You might like to see the attached. 


To: 


Colonel Fairlie. 


Prom: Mr. Abulefia. 
16th November, 1943 


I should like to put before you my views on how the Lebanese 


incident will affect the native situation in French North Africa. 


l. 


fhe incident of the Délégations Financiéres in Algeria and the 


arrest of the President and principal member of the native section, is 
in many ways comparable to the Lebanese incident. In Algeria the Prench 
used fenies with success (if only temporary). In Lebanon they have also 
used force, but it lecks as <-  egeae tbe compe ee 
the position they have taken. 


Ze 


Whatever concessions the French will have to make in Lebanon, it 


will be taken by the arabs throughout the world, whether correctly or 
not, that Britain forced these concessions upon the French. see have 
to thank the British Press for this). 


Je 


This situation will give rise to the following: 


a) The enhancement of British prestige in French North Africa, 

and in the rest of the Arab and Moslem world,at the expense of 
Prench prestize. (among the natives, prestige is of the highest 
importance.) Already, with the decline of american infiuence,the natives 
have begun to look to us to help them snatch concessions from 

the Prench. (F.0.Dispatches, P.W.B, and other reports.) In addition, 
Prench prestige had enly just begun to recover from what es almost 
a death blow following the 1940 armistice. Consequently, this 

further lowering of Prench prestige in North africa can only lead 

to trouble among the indigénes ~- in French North Africa there are 
far more native problems than in Lebanon. 


b) If we do not fulfil the natives hopes which will be built on 
our "intervention" in the Lebanese affair, our position in the 
cwun'ct natives of F.N.A. and also in the eyes of Moslems in other 
parts of the world, will be adversely affected, due to the fact 
that they would attribute our Lebanese "intervention" as entirely 

due to that country having a large Christian majority. 


From the aforegeing, it would seem that we are about to suffer 


he 
either way, and that some action on our part is advisable. This action, 
in my view, should be two-fold: 


a) We should suggest to the F.0. that a fresh directive might 
secre to stesso eee ee ee 
result in undermining the Prench position throughout their 

CGolenial Empire, including, as will be seen above, French North 


Africa. 


territory is purt of Metxpelitan France. However, whatever 
concessions are made to the Moroccen and Tunisian natives, we 


Pear rn 
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Noe 1211 EvPAX aa ca ‘D. 9.00 PeMes 15th Wovenbar, 1945. 

45th November, 194.3. 

Repeated to Government of India, See of Information and 
Broadcasting for F.E, Bureau No. 762 Empax Sib 19; 
Australia, Department of External Affairs , 


3 | ae Q2gQQ 1 GNOV 7943 
DPPORTANT Roars 


Secrets eee ee eee 
Following is PoWe ToGo. Special Directive; Lebanon situation. 


packground 

-; In March 1936 after serious disorders, the French Government 
promised to grant the Lebanon and Syria rights equal to those accorded 
by Britain to Irak. When the Hlum Government assumed office in June 
of that year, it took active steps to carry out this policy. Treaties we! 
were signed with the Lebanon in November, and Syria in December 1936. 
These Freaties were not ratified by the French after the fall of the 
Blum Govermment. In June 1941, the French National Committee, in 
agreement with the proclamation issued by the British Government, 
promised to give Syria and the Lebanon complete independence. 


2. After two years interval, elections to which the French authorities | 
reluctantly agreed were held in the Lebanon and produced the Government, | 
the leading members of which have now been seized. The Goverment had 
tried to accelerate constitutional changes which the French administration 
in the Lebanon treated as infringement of the conditions of the League of 
Nations mandate. The legal situation is complex and it would appear that 
the Lebanese Govérmment may have been provocatively impulsive, but the 
extreme measures adopted by the Delegate-General are regarded by His 
Majesty's Government as inexcusable. 


3e His Majesty's Government's attitude to the French action is 
uncompromising, and His Majesy*s Govermment is determined to take what— 
ever steps are necessary to restore the situation in view of the fact that 
the Lebanon is of vital military and strategic importance, and that the | 
moral obligations of Great Britain are involved. It can be taken that 
the Governments of the United States and the U.S.S.R. endorse this 
ettitude. 

P.T.0. 


e, but 
d 


East. On the other hands it is Boeesbis that = situation my 
be ausoery restored. : 


he Events in the Lebanon are not merely of local = 
may ultimately affect the attitude of the whole ‘Moslem “wor 


5. The withdrawal of Helleu 3 wie has. been Delegata-censral for 
the F.C.N.L. since June 7th 1943, has been demanded by His 
Majesty's Government (Helleu succeeded Catroux in this epost) 


Directive 


For the time being stick to Hritish official statements. 


SECRE® 
(CYPHER) EMPAX bee 
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@ FROM BETRUT TO MINISTRY OF INFORMATION. 
Sir. E. Spears De 1.5 ame  Novermber, 16th 1943. 
No. 186 EMPAX a (G.M.T. ) 
R. 3-30 aom. November 16th 194.3. 
(B.S. T.) 


November, 15th 1943. 


ASTRIBUTION Cc: 
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1 G6NOV 1843 
P.M ae 


IMPORTANT 


Your telegram Now 447. 
Cairo reported on November lith that Oratper's first article has been 


passed en to London. Please confirm receipt. 
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i SECRET ae 
BNOViagz ! 
~ FROM. BEIRUT ‘TO TRY 10 “INFORMATION 


Sir.E. Spears De Set mGME ‘1th November, 1943. 
No. 185 EMPAX Re11.25 aem BST 15th N@vember, 19435. 


144th November, 194.5 


Repeated to Cairo. 
: kkkkkke 
IMPORTANT 


For Ryan Cairo and Munroe London from Allen. 


Reference denial by French that they used Senegalese troops in 
arrest of Lebanese Minister, His Majesty's Minister in Beirut to-day 
arranged for Minster of State to see the wife of the Lebanese 
Prime Minister Madame Irad Ber Solh. Her house was broken into she 
said by some 25 to 30 soldiers, numbers of Senegalese amongst theme 
They entered her bedroom and both she and her husband expected to be 
Icilled on the spot. She was forced to walk about in bare feet and in 
her nightdress although a strict orthodox Moslem women who never shows 
hersif without a veil. She has ever since been ill with fright and 
was clearly in a highly nervous condition. The Minister has since 
obtained a hand written signed statement from the President of the 
Republic's wife describing how her bedrrom was forced and entered by 
black and white troops and how black troops forced their way into every 
room in the house imcluding bedroom of the maid. The President was 
given no opportunity to take any clothing with him and was allowed 
only 5 minutes to prepare himself. A written message from him since 
received by his wife asks her to send him a drinking glass a thermos 
flask, four sheets and clothing. 


SO. 
wR | 


PARIS AND VICHY ReACTIONS TO THE LEBANESE CRISIS 


The Lebanese situ: tion has caused something of a break in the 
campaign for the week, Moscow world hegemony was the main line at the 
beginning of the week, illustrated, among other things, by the predominant 
influence of the communists in Algiers, whilst the Vatican raid and ti. 
Prime Minister's speech were used as a basis for anti-British propaganda, 
The main subject by far was however the Bolshevik bogey which, strangely 
enough, has hardly been mentioned in connection with the troubles in 
Beirut, 


Paris and Vichy both broadcast the news of the arrests on Thursday 
evening, Radio-Paris following up in Jacques Bartaud's 10 o'clock broadcast 
with an account of the political struggle at the back of the situation in 
Lebanon, The line then adopted was followed in subsequent Paris broadcasts, 
the RDN remaining more aloof and contenting itself with a dry statement ; 
of the facts, adding only that the Lebanese Government had acted with 
British support. 


Radio-Paris has shown up the Lebanon crisis in the light of two familiar 
themes: de Gaullist weakness and British imperialism, aided and abetted 
by Soviet intrigues, The latter point being however rather more difficult 
to throw in with the more familiar notions of British domination in the 
Middle East, was merely referred to casually, rather as an example of 
Soviet ubiquity than as the main cause, This was ascribed to the British 
dream of domination in the Middle East, the dark deeds of the Intelligence 
Service and the British control of the Arab countries ~- all linked up with 
the defence of the road to India, 


The French Committee was shown as more sinned against than sinning, 
The Lebanese, egged on by the intriguing Spears, had prevoked Helleu to 


a display of force which in itself was an admission of weakness, The 
French Committee would no doubt be made to toe the line and the use of 
British troops to restore order in Beirut would end the Jong British 


(eee PE 


struggle to obtain control over the Levant, where France's sovereignty 


had remained uncontested, till 1941, ever since tho days of the Crusades, 
The sting in the tail lay in the remark: “No Frenchman minds de Gaulle 


being called to order by his master Churchill; but what he does mind 
is that de Gaulle should favour the British game to the detriment of France," 
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POLITICAL WARFARE EXECUTIVE = a 
a a Cee COPY NO: | | 
CENTRAT, DIRECTIVE 


SPECIAL DIRECTIVE 


on 


THE SITUATION IN THE LEBANON 


Background 


le In Maroh 1936 after serious disorders, the French Government promised to 
grant the Lebanon and Syria rights equal to those accorded by Britain to Irak, When 
the Blum Government assumed office in June of that year, it took active steps to 
carry out this policy, Treaties were signed with the Lebanon in November and Syria 
in December 1936, These Treaties were not ratified by the French after the fall of 
the Blum Govermment, In July 1941, the French Netional Committee, in agreement with 
the proclamation issued by the British Goverment, promised to give Syria and the 
Lebanon complete independence, ces 


2. . After two years interval, elections to which the French authorities 
reluctantly agreed were held: in the Lebanon and produced the Goverrment, the leading 
members of which have now been séized. The Government had tried to accelerate 
constitutional changes which the French administration in the Lebanon treated as 
infringement of the conditions of the League of Nations mandate. The legal situation 
4s complex and it would appear that the Lebanese Government may have been provocatively 
impulsive, but the extreme measures adopted by the Delegate-General are regarded by 
H.M.G as inexcusable, 


3. H.M.G,'s attitude to the French action is uncompromising, and H.M.G, is 
determined to take whatever steps are necessary to restore the situation in view of 
the fact that the Lebanon is of vital military and strategic importance, and that tho 
moral obligations of Great Britain are involved. It can be taken that the Govermments 
of the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. endorse this attitude, | . 


Le Events in the Lebanon are not merely of local importance,. but may ultimately 
affect the attitude of the whole Moslem world and the future course of international 
relations in the Middle East. On the other hand, it is possible that the situation my 
be quickly restored. =a 


5. The withdrawal of Helleu, who has been Delegate-General for the F.C.N.Ile 
since June 7th 1943, has been demanded by H.M.G. (Helleu succeeded Catroux in this 


post. ) . 


E. Remember that, while the wider implications may be serious, the Lebanon 
affair is still a localised incident as far as Europe is concerned. We must therefore 
discuss the situation frankly without giving it disproportiomte time or attention. 


2. Use any hard facts or news items which show H.M.G,'s uncompromising 
attitude and show that the United Nations are bound to subordinate consideration for 
F.C.N.b. to the moral and military issues involved. 


3e State that U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. endorse H.M.G.'s attitude, 
hee We should say that H.M,G, welcome the arrival in the Lebanon of General 


Catroux, sent by F.C.N.L. to restore the situation, which so far has been seriously 
mishandled by Hellecu, 


APPROVEL FOR THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, P.W.E. 
13th November, 194.3. 
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CAIRO DESPATCHES DBU 31594 
\ DLO 46151 


by 
KENNETH MATTHEWS 


FRIDAY 12th NOVEMBER 1943 13245 ~ 1h. 30 


KENNETH MATTHEWS SHOULD NOT BE REFERRED TO BY NAME, BUT AS OUR 
MIDDLE EAST CORRESPONDENT. 


This is Kenneth Matthews speaking from Cairo at 12.45 GHT, on 
Friday November 12th with a despatch entitled LABANON CRISIS. Hallo. 
BeB.Ce - This is your Middle East correspondent speaking from Cairo. 


The crisis in the Levanonontinues to monopolise public attention 
here. Reports of the whole sale arrests of deputies, apart from 
the President and Ministers who were arrested yesterday morning, are 
treated here with reserve, as no messages are coming through from 
BeirutKh. The sequence in events yesterday, as they were seen from 
Cairo, was as follows: 

The arrests of President Bishara El Khouri, sis Prime Minister and 
two other Ministers was announced between eight and nine otlock. 

In the afternoon it became known that Nahas Pasha the Egyptian 
Prime Minister had addressed a telegram to General de Gaulie informing 
him that Egypt's relations with France which had been governed hither- 
to by the de-facto recognition accorded by Egypt to the committee of — 
nati nal liberation might have to'be reconsidered. The danger here 
would be a diplomatic rupture between France and all the Apabic spea- 
king countries. 

In the afternoon a short announcement was made from Beirut that 
the Lebanese chamber had been dissolved. King Farouk of Egypt, recei- 
ved successively the British Ambassafdor and the “merican Minister, 
and it is understood they assured him that neither of their gévernments 
had had any inkling of the impending military coups. Later King 
Farouk despatched a message to the Lebanese President, informing hi | 
that the people of the Lebanon could always count on the friendship of | 
the Egyptian government and people. 


It had been o’vious here for some days that the French would not 
t 


newspapers devote the whole of their main newspage to the Lebanons. 
The King's message to the Lebanese President, expreséing Lébanese- 
Egyptian solidarity is featured prominently, and also Nahas Pasha'’s 
appeal for British mediation on the grounds that Gt. Britdain was 

a co-guarantor with France of Lebanese independence. The Jubiice 
congress of the Wafdist party of which Nahas Pasha is the leader, 
opened in Cairo on Sunday, and this will Yndoubtedly provide an 
occasion for further expression of pro-Lebanese sympathies and pan-Arab 
solidarity. 


3 | 27th April, 1942 


PLAN OF PROPAGANDA FOR SYRTA 


This Plan envisages the contingencies that Germany may launch an attack 
through Turkey, in which case, if Turkey calls for Allied help, Syria will 
become a vital supply base; and that, through this movement, or through 
direct attack (by Germany alone or in collaboration with Vichy France), Syria 
itself may become a battlefidd, Should there be any immediate threat to 
the territorial integrity of the coumtry, it is thiught that the British 
Commander—in-Chief will declare a state of siege and the British military 
authorities will take over the administration of the coutry from the Free 
French, The Plan of Propaganda here proposed is designed to meet this 
situation, taking a more positive line than is possible in cooperation with 
the Free French under present circumstances, 


Should any of the above contingencies arise, it must be assumed that 
any attack on Syria itself would come very suddenly and would utilise every 
possible device of the "nerve war", "Fifth Colum", airborne troops, etc. 

In view of the nature of these devices and of the character of the native 
populations, rapid preparatory and counter measures will be highly desirable 
and some advance preparation appears justified, 


THE ATMS are 


I The aim of British propaganda to the Syrians and Lebanese must be to 
ensure that in the event of a threatened invasion the maximum help and 
Mminimm obstruction will be offered by the local population, 


II British propaganda must also prepare to counter any moves in or against 
Syria, whether by political warfare or military means, which may be 
undertaken by the Vichy Government to promote German aims, 


III. Thirdly, British propaganda must prepare, in the event that Syria is 
occupied by Germany, (a) to encourage everything that can be done to 
hamper the development of the German war effort; and (b) to exploit 
German military operations against Syria for the furtherance of H.M.G,‘s 
political warfare elsewhere, 


THE OBJECTIVES under Aim I are 


L.A. To warn the Syrians and Lebanese to be on their guard against German 
Fifth Colum tactics, 


T.B. To warn the Syrians and Lebanese of German tactics in air-borne 
; invasion and the use of parachute troops. 


I.C. To educate the Syrians and Lebanese in the best ways of avoiding 
danger during air raids and minimising damage to their property. 


I.D. To warn the Syrians and Lebanese how during invasion attacks Germany 
foments and exploits to full advantage panic among the civilian 
population, 


I.E. To ensure that a British unit for conducting political warfare is 
rapidly organised, instructed and equipped to attack all of the other 
Objectives of this Plan. 


I.F. To convince the Syrians and Lebansse that the Allies are going to win 
the war, and the the Axis Powers will inevitably be defeated, 


-I.G. To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that the Allies will honour 
their undertakings, and that only an Allied victory will secure the 
independence of Syria and a prosperous future for all the Arab peoples, 


I.H, To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese that no trust can be placed 
in any German promises, 
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To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese that acceptance of German 
leadership and consequent inevitable inclusion in Hitler's New Order 
would mean total subservience to, and exploitation in, Germany's 
interests, 


To remind the Syrians and Lebaneses of German racial doctrines and 
contempt for the Semitic peoples, 


To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that their prospects of economic 
development and prosperity depend on an Allied victory. 


To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that, if they cooperate with us, 
they need have no fear of British and Free French troops remaining im 
their country after the present emergency, and that the function of these 
troops is to safeguard their recognised independence, 


THE OBJECTIVES, under Aim II are 


ITA. 


It.B. 


To define to the Syrians and Lebanese the status and character of the 
Vichy Government. 


To remind the Syrians and Lebanese of the improved conditions, both 
political and economic, now that Vichy France has been cleared out and 


. the Free French taken over, 


THE OBJECTIVES under Aim III are 


IIT.A, To suggest to the Syrians and Lebanese that they can at the right time 
sabotage any occupying force, and to teach them the latest techniques 
of sabotage, 

TII.B, 6 conduct political warfare in or from Syria should that country be 
partially or whoily occupied by the eneny. 

THE METHODS 
Objective I,A,: To warn the Syrians and Lebanese to be on their 
guard against German Pifth Colum tactics. 

a By describing the treachery and trickery practised by the Nazis in 
their invasion of Holland, Belgium, etc. and the ruses they are likely 
to employ again in other countries, including Syria, 

2. By giving publicity also to official statements concerning the treatment 
which the British and Allied Governments intend to mete out to quislings 
and traitors, 

Se By recalling also that Germany ruthlessly abandons and betrays her oes 
when they are unsuccessful, 

Objective I.B,: To warn the Syrians and Lebanese of German tactics 
in air-borne invasion and the use of parachute troops, 
ae By describing the tactics Germany has employed in previous operations, 

2. By pointing out how much alertness and common sense on the part of the 
inhabitants can do to frustrate these operations, 

Se By showing that in Syria Britain has the bases necessary to deal with 
this kind of attack, which is therefore bound to fail, 

bre By implying that any assistance to spies and parachutists will therefore 


earn inescapable and heavy punishment, 


Objective I.C,: To educate the Syrians and Lebanese in the best 
2 ways of avoiding danger during air raids and ‘< 
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By description of the A.R.P, methods found effective in the course of 
the war, 


By showing how damage to property can be reduced by use of the ARP. 
methods described, 


By colourful descriptions of local heroism under raid conditions. 


By recalling the long-term ineffectiveness of air attacks where 
defences and people are determined, 


By emphasizing, on suitable occasions, the strength of the R,A.F. in 
the Mediterranean, 


Objective I.D.: To warn the Syrians and Lebanese how during 
invasion attacks Germany foments and exploits to 


full advantage panic among the civilian population. 


By showing how Germany furthered her military progress in France and 
Belgium by the use of these tactics. 


By pointing out how in the process the misguided victims of this policy 
suffered hardship, starvation, separation from their families and loss 
of the property they abandoned in their flight, 3 


By implying that by staying put instead of obediently panicking, the 
people could have avoided ali that loss and suffering to themselves, 


Objective I.E,: Zo ensure that a British unit for conducting . 


political warfare is rapidly organised, instructed 
and equipped to attack all of the other objectives 
of this plan, 


By selecting in advance the British and native -staff which will be require 


By instructing this staff in advance in the details of these plans and 
in the techniques for executing them, 


Objective I.F.: To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that the 
Allies are going to win the war, and the Axis 


powers Will inevitably be defeated, 


By showing how Germany's difficulties are increasing as the war 
prolongs itself, 


By recalling that Germany failed to conquer Britain when she stood 
alone, and that Germany will now have +o overcome America and Russia 
as well before she can be victorious. 


By stressing the unity of Britain and her Allies and the friction 
between Germany and her partners. 


By using Germany's own propaganda boasts (e.g. imminent collapse of 
Britain in 19,0, final victory 191, annihilation of the Russian armies ) 
to explode the myth that the German arny is invincible and that all is 
going according to plan. 


By showing, from the statements of German leaders, the increasing strain 
on German man=-power and resources, 


By showing in contrast the tremendous resources in man=-power and 
materials of the United States, Russia and the British Commonwealth 
and the tremendous production capacity only now getting under way. 
Facts and figures dealing with production of arms familiar to the 
Arab will be especially useful. 


By laying special stress on American productive capacity and 
determinatiog. 
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By showing the weakness of Germany's partners - the failure of Italy 
and the long-term deficiencies of Japan in her lack of skilled labour and 
machine tools and in her reliance on long sea communications, 


By showing how the Luftwaffe has passed its peak and how the German armies 
have been battered in Russia; and by emphasizing in contrast the 

growing ascendancy of Allied air power with its world wide sources of 
equipment, training and personnel. 


By exploiting to the full the practical demonstration of British and 
Free French military strength in Syria, and giving publicity also to the 
growing volume of American supplies in the Middle East, 


Objective I.G,: To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that the 
Allies will honour their undertakings, and that 


only an Allied victory Will secure the independence 
of Syria and a prosperous future for all the Arab 
peoples, 


By using every opportunity to repeat the terms of the declaration of 
Septeniber 26th, 1941. 


By keeping in mind the principles of the Atlantic Charter, recalling 
always that this has the full backing of the American as well as the 
British people, 


By carefully relating all steps in political and economic progress (e.g. 
the abandonment of the fragmentation policy implied in the 26,9.41 
declaration, increased food supplies and more efficient administration) 
that have taken place since July, 1941, to the goodwill and capacity 

of Free French and British protection, 


By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of the progress already made in 
other parts of the Arab world with British help = Traqg and Egypt). 


Objective I.H.: To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese that 
no trust can be placed in any German promises. 


By demonstrating, by reference to solemm undertakings by German 
leaders regarding peace and respect for neutrality; that Germany's 
word is worthless, 


By showing, accordingly, that Germany makes any professions which 

seem likely to further her own selfish ends at the moment, and that 

her professed respect for Arab nationalist aspirations is just as hollow 
as her professed respect for peace and neutrality. 


By exposing how German propaganda speaks with several voices at the 
same time; and varies its professions to suit its audience. 


By recalling Hitler's betrayal of Rashid Ali's revolt. 


Objective I.J.: To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese: 
that acceptance of German leadership and consequent 
inevitable inclusion in Hitler's new order would mean 


total subservience to, and exploitation in, Germany's 


interests. 


By showing how people of the long independent states of Europe which 
have had to accept the "New Order" are being ruthlessly conscripted to 
fight in Germany's battles, and by comparing this with the conscription 
enforced on the Arab peoples in the days of the Ottoman Empire. 


By explaining Germany's policy of interfering in and subjecting the 
economic development of her so-called allies and friends, as well as 
that of the occupied countries, to serve German interests so that her 
ability to dominate will be unchallenged, (E.g. Deliberate refusal 
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to permit industrial development, drain of skilled labour, dictation 
of agricultural policy). 


By stressing the lower standard of life that has always accompanied 
every extension of Nazi rule, 


By associating the Vichy period of economic distress and corruption 
with German influence, 


By exposing how Germany dupes and exploits the countries she trades 
with by payment in worthless currency and enforced accumulation of 
"balances", 


By showing how Nazis have managed to expropriate industrial and 
commercial undertakings in the countries of her so-called friends and 
in the occupied countries. 


By exposing German claims to have achieved political "liberation" 
by showing just how much German puppet rulers represent national 
feeling and what measures of force are necessary to put and keep 
them in power, 


By showing just how much personal and religious freedom is allowed 

in Germany and the countries under her domination, with special 

stress on Nazi religious policy, the brutal repression of any 

critical or opposition movements (even the death sentence for listening 
to foreign radio) and the new S.S. morality. 


By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of the methods employed in 
alien countries by Germany's partners, Italy and Japan, and by also 
reminding them that Germany has approved a plan whereby Japan will 
conquer and occupy the Middle East up to and including Iran, 


Objective I.K,: To remind the Syrians and Lebanese of German 
racial doctrines and contempt for the Semitic peoples, 


By explaining, with the use of German statements, the German concept 
of the master race and its right to world domination, ; 


By showing how this is reflected in their attitude to other races 
in all stages from enforced obedience to German leadership to the 
actual enslavement and destruction of a nation, 


By using the above to expose German professions of respect and support 
for Arab nationalist aspirations, 


By recalling the treatment meted out by Germany's partner, Italy, to 
Moslems in Libya, 
Objective I.L.: To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that their 
prospects of economic development and prosperity 
depend on an Allied victory. 


By always associating improvements in the economic situation since 
July, 1941, with the begiming of Free French and British influence, 
and wonversely by associating the distress of 1940/1 with Vichy-pro- 
German control, 


By stressing the economic ties between the Allies and Syria in the 
past and showing how they can develop to greater mutual advantage in 
the future, 


By pointing out the importance to Britain, as to the Syrian and other 
Arab peoples, of expanding trade relations between Britain and the 
Arab world, 


By showing how Syria‘s trading interests depend on sea routes, and 
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how these must be controlled by a friendly power; and how British 
and Syrian trading interests in the Mediterranean can mutually assist 
each other, 


5s By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of the prosperity that Britain's 
strength has brought to Egypt. 


Objective T.M: a2 convince the Syrians and Lebanese that, if they 
cooperate > with us a need. have have no fear ¢ of British 
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independence, 
1A By recalling the terms of the declaration of September 26th, 


2. By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of British treatment of Iraq 
after the last war, a 


Se By assuring the Syrians that British armed forces are not used as 
political weapons in times of peace, 


Objectives IT.A, and If.B; The methods are implied already in 
the Objectives, 


Objective ITT.,A.: To suggest to the Syrians and Lebanese that they 


can at the right time sabota oc n 


force, and to teach them the laSest techniques 
of sabotage, 


i By describing the successful acts of sabotage carried out by the 
Poles, Ggechs, etc, 


ae By detailed descriptions of Russia's methods of sabotage and of the 
"scorched earth policy", 


Objective ITTT.B,: To conduct political warfare in or from Syria 
should that count be parti or who 


occupied by Germany. 
Ee By making a survey of the country on the lines found advisable by P.W.E. 


2. By communicating to H.i, representatives in Syria the P.W,E, contingency 
plans for Syria which would become operative if the country were invaded, 
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PLAN OF PROPAGANDA FOR SYRIA . Lh. Frommee } 
ant UWA, 


This Plan efvisages the contingenciesthat Germany may launch an attack 
through Turkey,/in witich case, if Turkey calls for Allied help, Syria will 
become a vital/supply base; and that, through this movement; or through 
direct attack,'Syria itself may become a battlefielde Should there bg any 
immediate threat to the territorial security of the country, it is thought 
that the British Commander-in-Chief will declare a state of siege and the 
British military authorities will take over the administration of the country 
from the Free French. The Plan of Propaganda here pwwpozed is designed to 
meet this situation, taking a more positive line than is possible in cooperation 
with the Free French under present circumstances. 


THE AIMS are 


I The aim of British propaganda to the Syrians and Lebanese must be to 
brmanict Tiel debleotadimeaerthenst tam inte.ckennehe- favour bee OE 
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in the event of a threatened invasion the maximm 
help and minimum obstruction will be offered by the local population. 


II Secondly, British propaganda must prepare, in the event that Syria 
is occupied By Germany, (a) to encourage Aveb.guersbbtes=end everthing 
| that can be done to hamper the development of the German war effort; 
+ and (b) to exploit German military operati against Syria for the 
furtherance of H.M.G.2s political warfare; : 


THE OBJECTIVES under Aim I are: 


I.Ae To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that the Allies are going to win 
the war, and that the Axis Powers will inevitably be defeated. 


I.B. To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that the Allies will honour 
their undertakings, and that only an Allied victory will secure the 
independence of Syria and a prosperous future for all the Arab peoples. 


I.C. To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese that no trust can be placed 
in any German promises. 


I.D. To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese that acceptance of German 
leadership and conséquent: inevitable inclusion in Hitler’s New Order 
would mean total subservience to, and exploitatiom in, Germany’s interests 


I.E. To remind the Syrians and Lebanese of German racial doctrines and 
contempt for the Semitic peoples. 


I.F. To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that their prospects of economic 
development and prosperity depend on an Allies victory. 


I.Ge To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that, if they cooperate with us; 
they need have no fear of British and Free French troops remaining in 
their country after the present emergency, and that the function of 
these troops is to safeguard their recognised independence. 


Cc. 8 I.J.e To educate the Syrians and Lebanese in the best ways of avoiding 
danger during air raids and minimising damage to their property. 


A. TK fo warn the Syrians and Lebanese to be on their guard against German 
Fifth Colum tactics. 


8 I.L. 
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To warn the Syrians and Lebanese of German tactics in air-borne 
invasion and the use of parachute troops. 


To warn the Syrians and Lebanese how during invasion attacks Germany 
foments and exploits to full advantage panic among the civilian 


population. 


THE OBJECTIVES under Aim II are: 


ITA. 


IT.B. 


To suggest to the Syrians and Lebanese that they can at the right 
time sabotage any occupying force; and to teach them the latest 
techniques of sabotage. 

yam erm 


To conduct political warfare in Syria should that country be partially 
or whotly occupied by Germany. 


THE METHODS 
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Objective T.A, To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that the 
Allies are going to win the war, and that the Axis 
Powers will inevitably be defeated. 


By showing how Germany’s difficulties are increasing as the war 
prolongs itself. 


By recalling that Germany failed to conquer Britain when she stood 
alone, and that shé will now have to overcome America and Russia as 
well before she can be victorious. 


By stressing the unity of Britain and her Allies and the friction 
between Germany and her partners. 


By using Germany’s own propaganda boasts (e.g. imminent collapse of 
Britain in 1940, final victory 1941, annihilation of the Russian armies) 
to explode the myth that the German army is invincble and that all is 


going according to plan. 


By showing, from the statements of German leaders, the increasing strain 
on German man-power and resources. 


By showing in contrast the tremendous resources in man-power and 
materials of the United States, Russia and the British Gommonwealth 
wmnd the tremendous production capacity only now getting under way. 
Facts and figures dealing with production of arms familiar to the Arab 
will be especially useful. 


By laying special stress on American productive capacity and determinat 


By showing the weakness of Germany’s partners - the failure of Italy and 
the long-term deficiences of Japan in her lack of skilled labourp— 
machine tools and, eee on long sea communicaticns. 


By showing how the Luftwaffe has passed its peak and how the German aruies 
have been battered in Russia; and by emphasizing in contrast the 
growing ascendancy of Allied air power with its world wide sources of 


equipment, training and personnel. 


By taking every opportunity to stress how British and Free French 
military strength has been demonstrated in the Middle East, and to 
show that the German arm does not extend there on land, sea or in the 
air. 


By exploiting to the full practical demonstration of that strength in 
Syria, and giving publicity also to the growing volume of American 
supplies in the Middle East. 
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Objective I.B.: To convinee the Syrians and Lebanese that the 


By using every opportunity to repeat the terms of the declaration of 


By keeping in mind the principles of the Athantic Charter, recalling 
always that this has the full backing of the American as well as the 
British people. 


By carefully relating all steps in political and economic progress (e.g. 
the abandonment of the fragmentation policy implied in the 26.9.41 
declaration, increased food supplies and more efficient administration) 
that have taken place since July, 1941, to the goodwill and capacity 

of Pree French and British protection. 


By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of the progress already made in 
other parts of the Arab world with British help (e.g. Eraq and Egypt). 


Objective I.C.: To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese that 
no trust can be placed in German promises 


By demonstrating, by reference to solem undertakings by German 
leaders regarding peace and respect for neutrality, that Germany’s 
word is worthless. 


By showing, accordingly, that Germany makes any professions which 

seem likely tofurther her own selfish purposes at the moment, and that 
her professed respect for Arab nationalist aspirations is just as hollow 
as her professed respect for peace and neutrality. 


By exposing how German propaganda speaks with several voices at the 
same time, and varies its professions to suit its audience. 


By recalling Hitler’s betrayal of Rashid Ali’s revolt. 


Objective I.D.: To demonstrate to the Syrians and Lebanese that 


acceptance of German leadership and consequent 
inevitable inclusion in Hitler’s New Order would mean 


total subservience to, and exploitation in, Germany’s 


interests. 
By showing how people of the long independent states of Europe which 


have had to accept the "New Ordet® are being ruthlessly conscripted to 


fight in Germany’s battles, and by comparing this with the conscription 
enforced én ®he Arab peoples in the days of the Ottoman Empire. 


By explaining Germany’s policy of interfering in and subjecting the . 
economic development of her so-called allies and friends, as well as 
that of the occupied countries, to serve German interests so that her 
ability to dominate will be unchallenged. (E.ge Deliberate refusal 

to permit industrial development, drain of skilled labour, dictation of 
agricultural policy). 


By stressing the lower standard of life that has always eccompanied 
every extension of Nazi rule. 


By associating the Vichy period of economic distress and corruption with 
German influence. 


By exposing how Germany dupes and exploitsthe countries she trades with 
by payment in worthless currency and enforced accummmation of “balances”. 


By showing how Nazis have managed to expropriate industrial and 
commercial undertakings in the countries of her so-called frtends and 
in the occupied countries. ; 
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By exposing German claims to have achieved political "liberation" 
by showing just how much German pippeb rulers repesent national 
feeling and what: measures of force are necessary to put and keep 
them in power. 


By showing just now much personal and religious freedom is allowed 

in Germany and the countries under her dominaation, with special 

stress on Nazi religious policy, the brutal repression of any 

critical or opposition movements,{mven the death sentence for listening 
to foreign radio) and the new S.S. morality. 


By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of the methods employed in alien 
countries by Germany’s partners, Italy and Japan, and by also reminding 
them that Germany has approved a plan whereby Japan will conquer and 
occupy the Middle East up to and including Jran. 


Objective I.E.: To remind the Syrians and Lebanese of German 
racial doctrines and contempt for the Semitic 
peoples. 


By explaining, with the use of German statements, the German concept 
of the master race and its right to world domination. 


By showhng how this is feflected in their attitude to other races 
in all stages from enforced obedience to German leadership to the 
actual enslavement and destruction of a nation. 


By using the above to expose German professions of respect and support 
for Arab nationalist aspirations. 


By recalling the treatment meted out by Germany’s partner, Italy, to 
Moslems in Libya. 


Objective I.F,: To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that their 
prospects of economic development and prosperity 
depend on an Allied victory. 


By always associating improvements in the economic situation since 
July, 19413 with the beginning of Free French and British influence, 


and cormersely by associating the distress of 1940/41 with Vidy-pro-German 


control. 


By stressing the economic ties between the Allies and Syria in the 
past and showing how they can develop to greater mutual advantage in 
the future. 


By pointing out the importance to Britah, as to the Syrian and other 
Arab peoples, of expanding trade relations between Britain and the 
Arab world. 


By showing how Syria’s trading interests depend on sea routes, and 
how these must be controlled by a friendly power; and how British 
and Syrian trading interests in the Mediterranean can mutually assist 
each other. 


By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of the wosperity that British 
strength has brought to Egypt. 


Objective I1/G/: To convince the Syrians and Lebanese that, if +t 
———— oo us ne ve no rear 
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By reminding the Syrians and Lebanese of British treatment of Iraq | 
after the last war. 


By assuring the Syrians that British armed forces are not used am 
political weapons in times of peace. 


Objective I.H.: To stimilate Syrian cooperation in the war effort 
in Syria. 


By appealing to the self interest of the Arab cultivator, showing. 
him he is getting good prices for increased production. 


By showing how increased production will ward off the danger of 
local shortages, inflation; etc. 


showing how some of the wartime developments in Syria will be of 
permanent benefit to the country. 


By implying that cooperation will help to bring nearer the day of 
independence and facilitate the post-war séttlement. 


Objective I.J.: To educate the § and Lebanese in the best 
s of avoi er air raids and 
minimi e to their a 


By = A.R.P. methods found effective in the course of 
the war. 


SS 
‘ 


By showing how damage to proprty can be reduced by use of the A.R.P. 
methods described, 


By colourful descriptions of local heroism under raid conditions. 


By recalling the long-term ineffectiveness of air attacks where 
defences and people are determined. . 


By emphasizing, on suitable en strength of the R.A.F. in 
the Mediterranean, 


Objective I.K.: To whrn the Syrians and Lebanese to be on their 
; st German Fifth Golum tactics. 


By describing the treachery and trickery practiseddby the Nazis in 
their invasion of Helland, Belgium etc. and the ruses they are likely 
to employ again in other countries, including Syria. 


By giving publicity also‘to official statements concerning the treatment 
which the British and Allied Governments intend to mete out to quislings 


and traitors. . ~~ 


By re@alling also that Germany ruthlessly abandons and betrays her tools 


when they are unsuccessful. 


Objective I.L,: To warn the Syrians and Lebanese of German tactics in 
air borne invasion and the use of te troo 


By destribing the tactics Germany has employed in previous operations. 
\ 


out how much alertness and common sense on the part of the 
inhabitants can do to frustrate these operations, 


showing + in Syria Britain has the bases necessary to deal with 
this kind of attack, which is therefore bound to fail. 


By implying that\any assistance to spies and parachutists will therefore 


earn inéscapable — beavy punisisment. 
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Objective I.M.: To warn the Syrians and Lebanése how during 


invasion attacks Germany foments and exploits to 
full advantage. c the civilian tion 


By showing how Germany furthered her military progress in France and 
Belgium by the use of these tactics. 


By pointing out how in the process the misguided victims of this policy 
suffered hardship; starvation, separation from their faiilies and loss of 
the property they abandoned in their flight. 


By implying that by staying put instead of obediently panicking; the 
peoply could have avoided all that loss and dufifering to themselves. 


Objective IT.A,: To suggest to the Syrians and Lebanese that they 


can at the right time sabotage any occupying force, 


and to teach tnaem the latest techniques of sabotage. 


By describing the successful acts of sabotage carried out by the 
Poles, Czechs, etc. 


By detailed descriptions of Russia’s methodsof sabotage and of the 
"scorched earth" policy. 


By describing the organisation of Britdn’s Home Guard. 
Objective TI.B.: fo conduct political warfare in Syria should that 
count be ‘or who occupied by Ge ° 


By making a survey of the country on the lines found advisable by 


By commmicating to H.M. representatives in Syria the PW.E. contingency 
plans for Syria which would become operative if the country were 


occupied. 


a 21st April, 1942 


When your ib-committee on planning 
against the invasion of countries at 
present neutral |is _ready to function, may 
I suggest that ia is tackled either 
before or at the\same time as when Turkey 
is taken up. My reasons are, first that 
a good deal has already been done by the 

M of I. in preparing in Turkey but 
practically nothing has been done in Syria; 
and second, I gather that there is a chance 
that Vichy France will make some move 
towards Syria; and if they do so it will 
presumably be largely in the nature of 
political warfare to upset the country and 
make it ripe for German attack or violence, 


As agreed with Brigadier Brooks 
before the formation of your committee, we 
have done some work on a draft proposal for 
Syria, and this is available, 


Di cce Dr 


Rye). Ge? 


fo; Mr. Scarlett 


French Reactions to the Lebanon 


1) I have read through these reactions, which I think are a fairly 
accurate picture cf French opinion, at least in the Southern Zone. 
Our own information roughly confirms then. 


2) Os the other hani, in the Northern Zone, and also among the 


3) Later information rather tenis 


resistance on the B.3.C. have put a very reasoned picture before 
our French audience. 


At present, it is doubtful whether the Lebanese crisis really 
forms one of the permanent sores in Franco-Dritisk relations of 
the seme account as Oren, Dakar or Syria. Our opinion, therefore, 
iz that it would probably be better not to provoke any discussion 
of the problen by attemeting to put our owm opinion before the 
French pecole. It is true that it is only suggested that the 
@lenentzs of an answer should be given to, for example, Civil Affairs 
officers, so as to provide ammmition in case the discussion was 
raised with then. I doubt whether, in fact, the average French 
persam would raise it in the same way as he might mention, for 
example, Dekar. 


We should, therefore, prefer to leave the problem alone at the 


moment although, if it were necessary, we could prepare sous sort sf 
answers 


Drs Leds Beck 
A.D. {(P) 


20th February, 1944. 
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SEE DESAV ESS CHISIS 


As if at a single command, the entire British press has launched a 
large-scale campaign against the Committee of National Liberation in con- 
nection with the arrest of the two Lebanese Presidents and the six 
Deputies (as examples, for the ordinary press see "The Evening Standard" 
of 13th November, with a headline right across the front page, and for the 
anti-Gaullist press, “The Observer" of 14th November, with three articles 
on the Lebanese crisis and a further article on the true Free France - that 
of the journalists and Labarthe), 


This campaign is characterised by the following features:- 


1) A ——- beyond all proportion of the Beirut incidents (tanks 
charging the crowds, arrest of members of Parliament by Senegalese, etc., 
whereas, according to the French Coumander-in-Chief of the Levant there 
were only a few wounded, and the arrests were made not by coloured but by 
Prench soldiers), 


2) The obvious partiality of the explanations generally given,(Mardam _ 
Bey's Convention of Syrian Independence is represented as having been 
by the French Government, whereas it should be pointed out that it was rejected 
by the Parliament, Similarly, the declarations of de Gaulle and Catroux are 
represented as having promised inmediate independence, whereas in reality 
they only stated that it would be realised by stages, reaching finalachievement 
when peace is made, ) 


Nothing is said in the press of the somewhat rigid, but understandable 
thesis of the Committee of National Liberation, according to which trustees 
have not the full right to dispose of the patrimony which is entrusted to 
them, but which does not belong to them, 


) 4n accusation of General de Gaulle and the Committee of National 


I¢ it is possible —- and regrettable - that certain local British and 
French elements are from tradition set in sullen opposition to each other, 


In fact, the follewing results can be foreseen:= 


1) Germany and Vichy will fully exploit the incidents thus 
with the double aim of reducing the prestige of the "dissidents" in the 
eyes of French public opinion - it will be said that they have taken the 
initiative in liquidating French rights in the Near East - and of encouraging 
the belief that Great Britain is actually pursuing imperialistic aims, wider 
cover of Pan-Arabism. 


to evict France from the Middle East, where she has interests of such long 
standing, 


3) The legend of a threat to the rest of the French Expire will from 
now on be believed to some extent by the more distrustful French, 


4.) The Committee of National Liberation and the Consultative — 
already humiliated by the non=participation of France in the ; 
Rission, itt ace in the egiitiention ee Suchhects aitin-te eadeeruie 
marely of the colonial type, an wifriendly action. This will reinforce 
the tendency tewards a narrow nationalism. 


-2= 


5) Enthusiasm for England in France will grow cooler even aoe 
the most idealistic of Frenchmen, who up to the present have made no 
distinction between Gaullism and intimate wnderstanding with England, 


6) Prancophilia in England will lose ground afresh, the publicity 
given to the Gaullist-Giraudist disputes having already achieved a first 
step in this direction, 


7) Some de Gaullists will imagine that this systematic enlargement 
of incidents is a reaction against the decline of Giraudism, as confirmed 
by the recent reshuffle in the Committee of National Liberation, 


8) If an Arab movement arises eventually in North Africa, it will 
be attributed to the fact that England has denounced France before the 
Pan-Arabic Union, 


The newspaper “The Observer", in one of the above-mentioned articles, 
demands of Mr, Winston Churchill that he should publicly pillory de 
Gaullism Wisdom would, however, seem to demand - if one is interested 
in the future of Franco-British relations — an appeasement in the forn, 
for exemple, of a statement on the following basis:=- 


4n exposé of the French view, too juridical and over-rigid, but 
nevertheless understandable; a recognition of the innocence of the 
Committee of National Liberation, the errors being local ones; the 
reduction of the nature of the incidents to reasonable proportions; 
and an announcement to the effect that an equitable solution will 


certainly be reached, 


Such a statement would be in accordance with Mr. Winstom Churchili‘s 
remark: "I rejoice in every increase of wmity and consolidation that I 
notice in the French Mational Coumittee at Algiers.* 
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As if at a single command, the entire British press has launched a 
large-seale campaign against the Committee of National Liberation in con=- 
nection with the arrest of the two Lebanese Presidents and the six 
Deputies (as exemples, for the ordinary press see "The Evening Standard" 
of 13th November, with a headline right across the front page, and for the 
anti~Gaullist press, “The Observer" of 14th November, with three articles 
on the Lebanese crisis and a further article on the true Free France < that 
of the journalists and Labarthe), 


This campaign is characterised by the following features :< 


1) A magnification beyond all proportion of the Beirut incidents (tanks 
the crowds, arrest of members of Parliament by Senegalese, etc., 
whereas, according to the French Conumandexr-in-Chief of the Levant there 
were only a few wounded, and the arrests were made not by coloured but by 
Prench soldiers), 


2) The obvious partiality of the ao seem x given, (Mardam 
Bey*s Convention of Syrian been 


represented as having promised immediate independence, whereas in reality 
they only stated that it would be realised by stages, reaching finalachievement 


when peace is made, ) 
Nothing is said in the press of the somewhat rigid, but wderstandable 
of National Liberation, according to which trustees 
have not the full right to dispose of the patrimony which is entrusted to 
them, but which does not belong to them 


4n accusation of General Gaulle and the Committee of National 


. 
: 
: 


Im fact, the follemwing results can be foreseen:=< 


2) Oermany sek Uiehy with Selly seats ep Sete a eet 
with the double aim of reducing the prestige of the "dissidents* in the 
eyes of French public opinia = it will be said that ‘aur hiss ose ee 
initiative in liquidating French rights in the Neer East < and of encowaging 
the belief that Great Britain is actually pursuing imperialistic aims, wider 
cover of Fan-Arabism, 


5) Be lk Pevnee Radish. qomenie ean pete ee Benes ee) 
exhumed by Vichy (recollections of Clémenceau, Lloyd George and Lawrence), 
and the impression will be gained in France that Great Britain is impatient 
te evict France from the Middle East, where she has interests of such long 


age 


< 5) Enthusiasm for England in France will grow cooler even among 
the most idealistic of Frenclmen, who up to the present have made no 
distinction between Gaullism and intimate widerstanding with England, 


6) Prancophilia in England will lose ground afresh, the publicity 
given to the Gaullist-Ciraudist disputes having already achieved a first 
step in this direction, 


7) Some de Gaullists will imagine that this systematic enlargement 
of incidents is a reaction against the decline of Giraudism, as confirmed 
by the recent reshuffle in the Committee of Mational Liberation, 


8) If an Arab movement arises eventually in North Africa, it will 
be attributed to the fact that England has denounced France before the 
Fan~Arabic Union, 


fhe newspaper “The Observer", in one of the above-mentioned articles, 
demands of Mr. Winston Ghurchill that he should publicly pillory de 
Gaullism Wisdom would, however, seem to demand ~- if one is interested 
in the future of Franco-British relations < an appeasement in the form, 
for example, of a statement on the following basis:=- 


4n exposé of the Prench view, too juridical and over-wrigid, but 
nevertheless wmiderstandable; a recognition of the innocence of the 
Committee of National Liberation, the errors being local ones; the 
reduction of the nature of the incidents to reasonable proportions; 
and an announcement to the effect that an equitable solution will 


eertainly be reached, 


Such a statement would be in accordance with Mr. Winston Churchill's 
remark: “I rejoice in every increase of wmity and consolidation that I 
notice in the French Naticnal Coumittee at Algiers." 
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As if at a single command, the entire British press has launched a 
large-scale campaign against the Committee of National Liberation in con- 
nection with the arrest of the two Lebanese Presidents and the six 
Deputies (as examples, for the ordinary press see "The Evening Standard" 
of 13th November, with a headline right across the front page, and for the 
anti-Gaullist press, “The Observer" of 14th November, with three articles 
on the Lebanese crisis and a further article on the true Free France - that 
of the journalists and Labarthe), 


This campaign is characterised by the following features:- 


1) A magnification beyond all proportion of the Beirut incidents (tanks 
charging the crowds, arrest of members of Parliament by Senegalese, etc., 
whereas, according to the French Conmander-in-Chief of the Levant there 
were only a few wounded, and the arrests were made not by coloured but by 
French soldiers), 


2) The obvious partiality of the explanations generally given. (Mardam 
Bey's Convention of Syrian Independence is represented as having been signed 
by the French Government, whereas it should be pointed out that it was rejected 
by the Parliament. Similarly, the declarations of de Gaulle and Catroux are 
represented as having promised immediate independence, whereas in reality 
they only stated that it would be realised by stages, reaching finalachievement 
when peace is made, ) 


Nothing is said in the press of the somewhat rigid, but understandable 
thesis of the Committee of National Liberation, according to which trustees 
have not the full right to dispos@ ef the patrimony which is entrusted to 
them, but which does not belong to them, 


3) An accusation of General de Gaulle and the Committee of National 
Liberation (considered to be anti-democratic in their methods). Nevertheless, 
the instructions sent to the Delegate-General, M. Helleu, appear to have been 
completely liberal, conforming to the obligations undertaken, and the Beirut 
incidents were nothing but the result of a local excess of zeal. 


If it is possible —- and regrettable - that certain local British and 
French elements are from tradition set in sullen opposition to each other, 
it is even more regrettable to magnify this anachronism, which can be very 
harmful to the essential aim - i.e. the perfect harmony of Pranco-British 
relations. 


In fact, the follewing results can be foreseen:= 


1) Germany and Vichy will fully exploit the incidents thus magnified, 
with the double aim of reducing the prestige of the “dissidents" in the 
eyes of French public opinion - it will be said that they have taken the 
initiative in liquidating French rights in the Near East — and of encouraging 
the belief that Great Britain is actually pursuing imperialistic aims, under 
cover of Fan-Arabism, 


2) The old Franco-British quarrels over Syria and Lebanon will be 
exhumed by Vichy (recollections of Clémenceau, Lloyd George and Lawrence), 
and the impression will be gained in France that Great Britain is impatient 
to evict France from the Middle East, where she has interests of such long - 


standing, 


3) The legend of a threat to the rest of the French Bupire will from 
now on be believed to some extent by the more distrustful French, 


4.) The Committee of National Liberation and the Consultative _engrmad 
already humiliated by the non=participation of France in the European Com- 
Mission, will see in the magnification of incidents which in reality are 
— Caos ee fhis will reinforce 
the tendency towards a narrow nati 
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5) Enthusiasm for England in France will grow cooler even among 
the most idealistic of Frenchmen, who up to the present have made no 
distinction between Gaullism and intimate understanding with England, 


6) Francophilia in England will lose ground afresh, the publicity 
given to the Gaullist-Giraudist disputes having already achieved a first 
step in this direction, 


7) Some de Gaullists will imagine that this systematic enlargement 
of incidents is a reaction against the decline of Giraudism, as confirmed 
by the recent reshuffle in the Committee of Mational Liberation, 


8) If an Arab movement arises eventually in North Africa, it will 
be attributed to the fact that England has denounced France before the 
Fan-Arabic Union, 


The newspaper “The Observer", in one of the above-mentioned articles, 
demands of Mr. Winston Churchill that he should publicly pillory de 
Gaullism Wisdom would, however, seem to demand - if one is interested 
in the future of Pranco-British relations - an appeasement in the form, 
for example, of a statement on the following basis:- 


an exposé of the French view, too juridical and over-rigid, but 
nevertheless understandable; a recognition of the innocence of the 
Committee of National Liberation, the errors being local ones; the 
reduction of the nature of the incidents to reasonable proportions; 
and an announcement to the effect that an equitable solution will 
certainly be reached, 


Such a statement would be in accordance with Mr. Winston Churchill's 
remark: “I rejoice in every increase of wmity and consolidation that I 
notice in the French National Committee at Algiers.* 


BRITISH POLITICAL WARFARE MISSION 
BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINCTON, D. C. 


Telephone: HOBART 1340 


No. 129 


The General Secretary, P.W. 


Attached is a copy of a report by 
an O.W.I. outpost official on his trip 
in Syria and the Lebanon, in November, 
1942. It has been shown to us in con— 
fidence, but appropriate parts could be 
Shown in confidence to M.ol. if you 
thought that desirable. 


LenS Grams 


W. Adams 
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CG OrR Y OUTPOST BUREAU 
DIGEST OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM ABROAD 
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The following is copy of a memo from 
Mark E. Brown on a trip to Jezirah 
from November 6-16, 1942. 


My trip took me first to Aleppo, then across the Euphrates by the 
new bridge at Raqga, and so onto the "Island* . From Raqqa we want 
-north and turned east along the line of towns and posts which front 
the Turkish border: Jerablus, Ain Arus, Tell Abiad, Ras Al-Ain, and 
Kameshliyah. Bad weather prevented us from going on to Ain Divar at 
the tip of the “Bee du Canard”, and we turned south again down the 
Khabur So Hassecha, Suwar, and Deir-ez-zer and beyond to Mayadine and 
Abu Kemal. 


The Jazirah comprises about one third of the total area of Syria 
and Lebanen and about one tenth its total population. Potentially it is 
the richest portion of the country. The greater part of it is a fertile 
undulating steppe watered by the Euphrates, the Balikh, and the Khabeur 
‘and capable under irrigation of high agricultural productivity. Only 
a small portion is at present under cultivation, This is the northern 
strip along the foot of the mountains of Turkey and Kurdistan, where the 
normal precipitation is sufficient to guarantee good harvests. The poten- 
tialities are strikingly indicated by the evidence of cultivation and s 
habitation in ancient times over the whole area which is now pasture 
land for nomads. ‘Yo these agricultural riches there has recently been 
added important deposits of oil, which were on the point of exploitation 
at the outbreak of the war. : 


The towns along the border are frontier towns in the truest sense 
of the word, separated from Turkish soil only by the railroad track 
which serves to mark the frontier. They are refugee towns, swolien in 
wize in recent years by the results of religious and racial persecution 
in Turkey, Each contains important Armenian, Turkish, and Kurdish 
elements. Eeech has Christians of various sects, heterodox Moslems, 

Jews and Yesidis. 


The physical separation of the whole of the Jazirah from the rest 
of Syria makes a sort of entity. Its inhabitants, regardless of race 
or creed, have only the loosest of emotional and intellectual ties 
with the government in Damascus, to which they owe no loyalty, tender : 
no allegiance. Beyond this there is little or no cohesion, and religious . 
- and racial differences split the population into hostile fractions, while 

the “national”™ interests of Armerians and Kurds transcend present 
political boundaries. 


Thess qualities of the Jazirah make it an easy prey for propaganda 
_G@esigned at once to divide the population against itself and turn it 
“against the United Nations. They make counter-propaganda difficult 

and complicated. The agents of axis propaganda are the radio and the 
paid rumormonger. It has apparently no access to other media. Axis 

radio stations are probably the best heard throughout the Jazirah. — 

They emit programs in Turkish, Kurdish, and Armenian, as well as &rabic |. 
-eonceived for the specific local situation and topical in content. 

There is no comparable counterepropaganda. The cause of 
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the United Nations depends on the straight news reports and commentaries 
from Radio-Levant, P.5.5.,; Cairo, and 5.5.0, Paid axis agents are readily 
introduced into the country with its diversified and partly transient 
populece. The border on the ~yrian side is, except for the widely scattered 
garrison points, practically open. Upviously plented rumors and 
interpretations of the news circulate everywhere. 


The other media of propaganda are in the sole hands of the United Nations, 
but they are ill-used or ineffective. in all Jazirsh no newspaper is 
published. The population is at least 75/ illiterate. Foreigners and a tiny 
native minority read the papers of Aleppo, Mamascus, and Seirut. The bulk — 
of the people inform themselves by word of mouth. These factors restrict 

the usefulness of pamphlet material and only less so of posters which bear long 
written texts or in which the significance of the illustretion depends upon 
the text, or in which the idea conveyed is too complex for or alien to the 


mentality of the people. 


The distribution and effectiveness of the conventional poster and pamphlet 
material emanating from Vairo, Jerusalem or beirut and designed for the Near 
Bast as a whole reflects these conditions. +t has no direct and vital relation 
to the local situation. ‘too often it is already out of date in terms of the 
general march of events. 4+ is not presented to the mass of the people and 
has little or no apparent effect on them. The French ©. S. Officers who are 
charged with the distribution are few in number and already overburdened with 
administrative duties. They have no extra time to devote to propaganda, and 
are not furnished with additional funds or personnel. They are handicapped 
as representatives of an administration which is cordially disliked. 4s a 
result they are able in each center to place their propaganda material only in 
the government and military offices and meeting places, in the upper-class 
eafes, restaurants, barber shops, etc. yen in the large towns no posters are 
to be seen in the streets, no throw-aways in the hands of the people. 


“Un my trip + met and talked with as many as possible of the french regular 
and ©, S, Officers and of the British Political -fficers, 1 found them as 4 
whole fully cognizant of the situation and thoroughly concerned about it. in 
contrast to the bureaucracies of the capitals they are as a group energetically 
and wholeheartedly attempting to do an active job. They are in varying degrees 
-¢losely in touch with the local trends and personalities, and keenly aware of 
what affects them. Vespite inevitable frictions in certain posts, they 
cooperate informally in the exchange of information and the division of tasks. 
Many of them have given considerable thought to problems of propaganda, and 
among these + found practical unanimity of opinion. 


in the light of the foregoing it is obvious that effective propaganda among 
the people of the Jazirah (1) must be conceived in terms of their immediate. 
interests, mentalities, and habitual means of communication, and (2) must reach ~ 
the people through an efficient machinery of distribution. Effective propaganda 
for the Jazirah mst use primarily the spoken word and the vividly self- = 
explanatory picture. 41+ must be ephemeral, created for the specific needs of 
the moment, the area, and the group, 4t¢ must be laid before the people by an 
agency having the time, the means, and the personnel to devote itself to this 
task--an agency free of the initial handicap of popular hostility. 


These conclusions are confirmed by the experience of the French and Fritish 
officers on the spot. they are unanimous in agreeing that the conventional 
propaganda media hitherto used are practically useless, that the system of | 
distribution is comparatively ineffective. They urgently demand the right material 


and help in its distribution. They insist on the necessity of the 
sonal and disinterested touch. Of the media already tried or proposed 
y find the mobile moving picture units the best in the absence of an 
actual display of military power--of the presence of real fighting meni 
and machines. It is of little use to write or show pictures of 
planes, tanks, and heavy artillery to people who have never seen then, 
Whose conceptions are formed by the ancient crates of the French air 
fovee, the rickety auto-mitrailleuses, and the old Mausers they have 
in their hands. They must be shown. 


Of the propaganda agencies at work in Syria the OWI alone fulfills 
the conditions and'has the possibility of operating along the lines 
suggested above. It can only do so if it preserves its independence 
before the people of Syria; it must represent America and present 
the cause of the United Nations free from the suspicion of French 
or British self-interest. If the OWI undertakes to present this 
cause effectively to the people of the Jazirah, it will find in the 
field, barring direct prohibition from the central administration, 
the complete Gooperation of the authorities on the ground both 
French and British. It will, I am convinced, have full use of 
their knowledge, and experience, be able to work with and ee 
them. They sant nothing better. 


he as 
> from Beirut to M.0.I. No. 32 Empax, 4th Jyly, 1942. 


"While really the attitude of the Levant Arabs towards the war remains governed by 
natural desire to "spot the winner" deeper motives are emerging as the war approaches 
nearer. 


26 Confidence in Allied victory which had been steadily growing was enhanced by our 
thousand plane raids which made a strong emotional impact and by discussion of a second 
front which had a (grp. undec.) appeal. 


36 Anxiety caused by recent set-backs is widespread but varying interest in the retreat 
according to the community. Even among well disposed Moslems it is tempered by intense 
dislike of the French and hopes of Pan-Arab and anti-Semitic action in the event of 
an Axis invasion, whereas among Christians whose outléok is far more parochial it verges o 
on hysteria. In no case is it caused by any great liking for the present regime with 
which we are indentified nor is faith in Atlantic Charter strong enough at present for 
much concern to be felt on that score {reference my telegram No. 18 of June 17th 
paragraph 5). Rather is it a case of preference in varying degree for the "devil we 
know". 


le Points to avoid in view of the foregoing: 


| (a) Suggestion we have already given ( 2? grp. omtd.: ? Moslem)s and Arabs their 
_ freedom. (Their disappointment over this issue can be only too easily stimulated. ) 


| (b) Emphasis on German cruelty and ruthlessness (too hypnotising at present juncture) ¢ 


, 
{ft a eae & + sti 
, = SOLIS ee) pay 


5. Points to plug: 


| (a) German super-imperialist "milch cow" policy in countries once wooed with 
flase promises. 


, - (b) Incompatibility of any Arab Federation with such a policy Chere we must choose bet 
between Christians and Moslems end latter are more important to us). 


(c) German comtempt (rather than heteek: which is too alarming) for all (repeat all) 
Semites. 


66 Tobruk. Rumours are current here that its fall was due to fifth column &ttitude of 
its South African Commander, This suggestion of an isolated act of betrayal however 
false (and it will not be mich discredited by the Prime Minister's speech) is far less 
damaging in the Levantine States than alternative belief that "British troops cannot 
make the grate”. 


disaster but I believe this has been a factor of hastening and intensifying emotional 


I appreciate the principles which dictated the B.B.C. objective treatment of Tobruk 
| crisis which we ere experiencing here. 


7. Could B.B.c. sausider following: 


(a) While outcome of the battle of Egypt remains uncertain exploit every device 
by which emphasis can be laid on strategic implications of thé war as a whole with 
particular reference to second front, object being to bring the Egyptian issue into the 
perspective. 


(b) Profound confidence in ultimate might of America is widespread here. As news 
from Egypt improves stresssthmeshare played by Egyptian arms and men in order to make thei 
participation in the fighting a living thing. This might be the quickest and most 
substantial way of reviving local confidence in Allied victory and fostering a new belief i 
in reality of A¢lantic Charter; (in so far as faith in the Charter exists at all at 
present it is shared by both Moslems and Christians though contradivergent and in some 
degree incompatible reasons. ). | 


(c) It is alleged here that substantial contingent of Lebanese and Syrian nationals 
is serving in the Eyptian army. This might be exploited, though reference to their 
service in dangerous areas such as Egypt should be stoided, 


| - ‘Please acknowledge receipt of this telegrem, 


uth the Cempliments/, 
_ e@f the oy. bck .. 
Under Secretary ef State er / 
fer Fersiga Affairs: 5 é 
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(B 7827/62/89) 2 EK 
Ref:S.16/16/41. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF STATE, 
10, SHARIA TOLUMBAT, 
CAIRO. 


lith November, 1941. 
Sir, 


I am directed by the 
Minister of State to transmit, 
for the information of Mr. 
Secretary Eden, the enclosed 
copies of the findings of a 
Court of Enquiry set up by the 
G.O.C.-in-C., Palestine and 
Transjordan to enquire into the 
alleged illtreatment of the 
British Prisoners of War captured 
by the Vichy French during the 

operations in Syria in June and 
JULY: 


De The material contained in 
this report might be of some 


propaganda/ 


' The Under Secretary of State, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


propaganda value in certain 

circumstances, for example, if 

General Dentg were appointed 

to relieve General Weygand in 

_ North Africa and were to take 

with him elements of his Syria 
army. I am therefore to. Suggest 
that the attention of the 

Political Warfare Executive 

mbes: be drawn to. this Soe 


I am, etex<, : 


| (Signed) H. L. d A. Hopkinson. 


ARTICLES — TF 


VICTIM 


pore RESPONSIBLE 


QUENEITRA 16 Jum. 44 Officers Mess 1.R.F. Food and liquor (a) Franch officers and col- 
oun troops wearing 


gs "17" on kepis, 
aol lars respectively 


ast 
(b) Portion. of Colonel Collet 
fox : regiment of Cirecagss- 


te) French iaiiicg unidentified. 


:* eae scmamen PASTE II ENTE ELIA AI TLR L LY SITIES 


“QUENETTRA 16 Jun. 44 aes ne Parsons, Suitease and greatcoat ee ee 


oe @ 


RAE ACOE EAA FRESE HD UE thera A fas eastern NAL Gulet sh Lod erga ALA 


QUENEITRA 16 Jum. 41 Colour Sgt. Dawes, Articles from pack A Cireassian soldier | Returned under 
? L Rok. | orders of a French 
| Officer. 


QUENETTRA 16 Jun. 41 Other ranks, 1 R.F., Gréatcoats and all per~ Ons sihegalese others 
, ; sonal issues, including unidentified, but some 
paybooks, money, photo- were French. 
__ graphs, ete. 


RMA SRS Sa a RA HN ASE LS 6 REO LTA NSS OFA CHS & TLR OGRE 


DIMAS 24 Jun, 41 Lt.?.V. . Close, a Personal eT ey Unidentified Lt. Close states 
7 2 Queen’s § «* belt, camp kit, shoes. that troops who 

| captured him were 
not responsible. 


VDA AAO LCE ASABE 4553013 tec . CADLOE UIST 


DIMAS LL Jun. 41 Other ranks, | Personal belongings and Senegalese 
| 2 King’s Own. paybooks. 


WaeRaa Nema puR eaters tne Let ra BT BENS DRIES SPAT IS CRIA Ht LW, 


ATE vier 
a 20. Jun au 


Lob eB 


| er i ABC “ 


: 2 Tat Pasléna, 


a other cyiitiay 


Bae hele! 


Money, personal belonge French ¢erteer 


“captats Chattersie, 
| {age Ree | articles not returned: 


, Watehy wallet, FAZOTs 


Dele: o 
ee ay 
— Bey AIF. 


| ete, and watchs 


2806 Pte Gre 
“a 


~AROTCTES | ~EROOPS RESPONSIBLE REMARKS 


Receipt given, but 


Articles taken during 
interrogation. 


LP te ‘Syrian. 


French... 


Paybeoke money, person- Syrian (unberals 29). 


al. ROROO EDIE 


Contents of pack and ie ah French Corporal. 


ALL personal patdagings< Freneh —— 


Personal. Detoneingsy may French ottteer. 


Promised, but not. 
Deen, meney e 


returned, 


: et } 
is ON: 


‘ o% 


COPY. | “és? CONFIDENTIAL 


~The Court having considered the evidence reports as Pollows:- 


®)- MURDER. | Witness 


Noe 
(a) Three wounded Indian P.0.W's (Jemadar Mul 
Singh, Sepoy Bahn Singh, both 4/6 Rajputana 
Rifles, and a Sikh) were shot and killed by 
a French Lieutenant and a “black* soldier, while 
lying in MEZZE area on 19 Jun 41. 36 


(b) Two Indian P.0.W.'s (sepoys of 4/6 Rajputana 
Rifles) were shot and killed after capture 
to HEZZE by Senegalese. | 19,20,37 


(c) Pte. Walker 2/14 Bn. A.I.F., was summarily 
shot by Senegalese with the knowledge of a 
French Officer near JEZZINE on 24 June 41, 
after allegations that Walker had surrendered 
and then sho-t and killed a‘Senegalese sol- 
dier — 31,32;33 


NOTE A report that 2 Gunners, 1 Fd. Regt, R.A., 
were murdered after capture was not investigated 
as witnesses were not available. (Matter 
referred to and Court instructed by AA & GHG 


Force). 
2. LOOTING. 
Looting occurred as set out in Appendix mp 
3. ASSAULTS. | | 


(a) SX 4044 Pte J.V. Loney 2/27 Bn, A.I.F., punched, 
struck with rifle butt, threatened with bayonet, 
at Hill 560 east of DAMOUR on 8 Jul 41, by white 
and Senegalese troops 29535 - 


(b) VX 28392 Pte. N.W. Bolitho 2/14 Bn, A.I.F. at 
JEZZINE on 24 June 41, struck with rifle butt and 
bayonets, by Senegalses, Similarly in case of 3 
VX 15363 Ote. R.T. Wilson, 2/14 Bn, &.I.F. |. 31,32 


(ec) VK 14496 Pte. W. Whyte 2/14 Bn,A.I.F., at JEZZOIS 
on 24 Jun 41, severely beaten with rifle butts 
and bayonets, and punched and kicked. L/Cpl 
Russell and Pte Allen received the same treatment | 
although wounded. Senegalese troops responsible 33-6 
‘ ? 


(a) Pte. A. Paterson 2/27 Bn,A.I.F. at Hill 560 near 
DAMOUR, kicked and pumeched, struck with rifle fo 
butts, by white and Senegalese troors 29335 


fe) QE 23200 Pte. Francis 2/25 Bn, 4.1.F. while wounded 
dragged from ambulance and thrown to ground by 
Captain du Puys, Medical. Officer.of Vichy Forces. 
Later Francis was knocked unconscious by the sane 
Officer. (HOPE - Francis is also referred to as 
hPranklin® .) 23 : 


27,34. 
te 


QUNEITRA on 16 Jun 41 
ise at direction of 


: eo 


(b) Mejor Partridge, 1 R.Fe, at BEYROUTH on 1 Jun 41, 
kicked by French Poilu 3 le 


Interrogation /ess- 


No e 


(ec) Interrogation generally was properly conducted, 
except in the following cases?:- 


(i) SX 4044 Pte.Jd a Loney 2/27 pes A.I.F. af DAMOUR 
on 8 Jul 41, threatened by French Commandant 
during Sumationtng. Forced, at bayonet point, 
to lead French troops towards his Bn H.@. 
(Loney states that he led the French into a trap eA 
‘and numbers of them were killed, including the , 
Commandant). 29. 


(44) WX 2886 Pte. Gregory 2/16 Bn, A.I.F. at DAMOUR 
on 8 Jul 41, threatened after declining to 
answer questions, manhandled, revolver fired 
near his head, handcuffed to bed, at instigation 
of a sergeant. 30. 


(a) In general Officers were guarded by | Gendarmes who 
failed to show proper respect. 


(e) Treatment of British and Indian Officers, and 
British NW.C.0.'s on whip *fheophile Gaut fer" was 
deliberately humiliating and severe; the master 
of the ship, Captain Honrrad, sue * personally 
responsible for this. 


5. RATIONS AND ACCOMMODATION. 


(a) Rations were below British standard but the Court 
considers that this was due in general more to 
serpent es of Service and and cire yer ration than to 


Cb) Rations on the Le. Gautier" 1 | enttrel: 


quality : ae Ts the : Haan the Master, - 
Stns 5 evidence as. to. this is —— See Tags 


(ce) Rations in hospitals, and in several ‘cases of small 
parties were "exeellent™. 


(a) 4. Accommodation - Some. overerouing eccurred, 
possibly due to ‘efrcunstances.. ceaee 


4i. «In the case of ship *Theaphile Gautier" ext, 
accommodation was unnecessarily ae ae n ‘“ nitary 
being in fourth class native accommodati ation, when cena 
- first, second and third class : : tiab) 3 
Te was due to the” fohecantcconerSe of the Master. GONE Oe 


syrengenents wer were gntirely 


Sion 


in prison camps. 


no supplies at all. 


not considered except that a few officers wer 


given nets. 


Medical attention in hospitals 

was generally very good, but in camps and barracks 
the omus of treatment was left to some of the 
prisoners who were given inadequate supplies, or 
Anti-malarial preeautions were 


(e) Conditions at IDLIB were very bad, and were 
aggravated by the actions of the éommandant, who 
appears to have been most hostile and unreasonable. 


NOTE. The President of the Court (Lt-Col. L.R. Stillman 

. M.C.) presided at all sittings up to and including 
examina 25th witness. Subsequent 

witnesses were examined with Major G.E. Sell acting 


nation of the 


as President. 


Lt-Col. Stillman presided at th 
the final report of the court. : 


Sgd. 
Sga. 


Sgd. 


- Sgd. 


L.R. Stillman. 


G.E. Sells 


W. Woodhall. 


T.M. Hutchins ? 


e preparation of 


President. . 


- 


Major, 


o “President. 


Major, 


Member. 


—, - “rn oo~ 
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GERMAN INFILTRATION INTO SYRIA WHICH PROVOKED 


ALLIED INTERVENTION. 


1. GERMAN FREPARATIONS. 


In October of 1940, the Italian Armistice Commission was joined 
by Herr Roser and the brothers Eilander, the elder of whom exercised the 
functions of chief of the local German Gestapo. An organisation covering 
the whole of the country was quickly set up, chiefly composed of Germans 
who had been released from interment and Levantines married to Germans. 
Their agent in the Damascus region was the well-known professional agitator 
Saadi Kilani, the Shami Pir. In the principal centres of population, such 
agents had wireless transmitting sets and two such installations were found 
intact at Aleppo when the Free French entered. Towards the end of the year 
and the beginning of 1941, a mumber of suspects arrived Prom Roumania with 
French and other passports, of which thirty proved to be forged, and by the 
begimning of spring, it was estimated that there were 1,500 German agents, 
amply provided with funds, in the country. In January, von Hentig had 
taken over control of this organisation; the French had perforce to 
acquiesce to its presence, as it was operating under the cloak of the 
Armistice Commission. On lst May Herr Roser, who had temporarily been 
absent, returned to Beirut, and on May 10th a German economic Mission 
arrived headed by von Schworbel, an ex-German Consul in Syria. Between 
mid-March and 3rd June the joint Anglo-Turkish Security Service checked transit 
figures and announced that 237 suspects had crossed Turkey for Syria and 
Iraq during this period. Other “tourists” arrived by sea. 


During this period von Hentig was organising Arab youth on Nazi 
lines, working particularly through the Najadas, a Nazi-Moslem Youth 
Movement, and the Arab National League. Transit mail on the Taurus Express 
was passing unopened with French connivance through the Syrian strip of the 
Bagdad railway, thus allowing untrammelled commmication for the Axis with 
Iraqi rebels and with their subversive organisations throughout the Middle East. 


Ze FRANCO-GERMAN HELP TO TRAQI REBELS. 


Definite and detailed information of the supply of French arms 
and ammunition to Iraq in May of this year has been received fram 
M. Charles Godard, Chief Engineer of the Syrian Railways, who reports as 
Pollows : = 


"On May 10th Commander Secher, of Dentz' kme Bureau, telephoned 
M. Toucas, representative of the Turkish Railways, for authority to send 
two military trains over the Choban Bey-Nisibin stretch of rail which runs 
over Turkish territory. Provision was made for such passage in Art. 10 
of the Ankera Accord of 1932. Facilities were granted on the assumption 
that measures were being taken for the protection of the Syrian frontier. 


On May 13th at 0447 hours a train arrived at Tel Kotchek with: 
22 covered cars arms and ammmition, net weight about 300 tons. 


1 flat cars with a battery of 4.75 gums. 
1 carriage full of officers and N.C.0s. including Capt. Bureau and 


Capt. Merci. 
1 carriage for other ranks - half a Company of the 16 Tirailleurs Tunisiens. 
A second train arrived at 0755 the seme day, containing: 


12 cars and emmmition, about 160 tons and a half Company of the 
16 Tirailleurs. 


@ On arrival at Tel Kotchek, Capt. Cornet, officer 
) d'ordonmnance of General Dentz, was waiting with Herr Geheimrat Rahn, 
ty alias M. Renoi¥, notorious German agent. 


The Tirailleurs Tunisiens expressed their surprise that this 
material should be delivered to Iraq by French officers. Their 
presence on the train was intended to convey the impression that the 
material was being despatched for the protection of the Syrian frontier. 


On May 25th another train arrived at Tel Kotchek with: 


li flat cars, each loaded with 2 trucks full of drums of aviation spirit, 
end 
12 cars containing munitions, weight 170 tons. 


On May 27th the last train arrived with: 


19 flat cars, each carrying 2 trucks full of drums of aviation spirit. 
4. flat cars with a battery of 155s. 
9 covered cars of munitions, weight 125 tons. 


This material was delivered at Tel Kotchek to M. Renoir 
(Herr Rahn) and Iraqi Officers by Commandant Boudon of the Colonial 
Artillery. 


In early June, General Dentz wished to recuperate the munitions 
and arms supplied to Iraq, and sent M. Godard and M. Varlet to the 
Iragi border. But by the time they arrived, Rashid Ali had fled and the 
British took over the material, and thereby obtained proof of Vichy's 
collaboration with Germany. 


360 NAVAL PREPARATIONS. 


On 20th May General Dentz received a telegram saying that the 
Germans requested the use of Beirut, Tripoli and Latakia harbours. 
General Dentz replied that there would be a risk of serious trouble and 
suggested the use of Chekka, where the Cement Company have a small port, 
end which would not be so conspicuous. The project was never put into 
execution. 


An DEVELOPMENT OF GERMAN PLANS FOR INTERVENTION BY ATR. 


On 29th April British and American Oil Companies operating in 
Syria reported that the High Commission had been instructed by Vichy, at 
the orders of the Wiesbaden Commission, to build up stocks of petrol. 


American Ambass. Vichy sent instructions on or about Mey 8th to General Dentz that 
Vichy to German 'plenes flying over Syria to Iraq should not be shot at, but if 
American British ‘planes crossed the frontier every effort should be made to bring 


Consul-—General, them down. 
Beirut, May 9th. 


H.M. Consul On May 12th the French High Commissioner did not deny to 
Demascus to H.M. Consul Damascus that Axis 'plames had landed and added that he would 
P.O. No.55 obey instructions if Vichy agreed to the German occupation of Syria. 

of May 12th. 


, On 14th May General Huntziger sent a telegram to the Vichy High 
Commission that Aleppo aerodrome should be placed at the disposal of the 
Germans. 


American Ambass. 


Vichy to 
American On 15th May the French High Commissioner was instructed by Vichy 


Gonsul-General to let German aircraft pass through Syria and to send war material to Iraq. 
Beirut (Beirut 

439 May t5th 

to F.0.) 


 f General Dents 


Aamir shy 


Vi pal 
tele 
498 of 1875 
to HQ. ME. 


High Commissioner 
for Palestine 
19th May to 
Enbassy. 


HQ. RAF. Pal. 
@ T.J. 27th May 
to M.E. 


Services de 
L' Armistice 
Bulletin No.6 
page 19, 
Ministry of 
War, Vichy. 


Beirut 
telegram 155 
of 13th May 
to M.Ee 


General Dentz also received instructions from General Huntziger 
not to fire on aircraft force-landing in Syria but only on such as 
appeared to be attacking Syrian aerodromes. He was subsequently 
instructed that German aircraft were coming and should be refuelled and 
despatched as soon as possible. 


Admiral Darlan has ordered that the Aleppo Base should be placed 
unreservedly at the disposal of the Germans and that French fighters 
should be transferred from Rayak for its protection. 


Neirab (Aleppo aerodrome) is now occupied by 100 to 150 German 
ground personnel. 


Towards the end of May Air-General Bergeret, who is in command 
of Vichy aviation, arrived in Syria with a view to stiffening Vichy 
morale, and gave instructions that local commanders throughout the 
country should explain to their men the reasons why France had been 
obliged to agree to these measures. 


De MONSIEUR CONTI's ADMISSIONS. 


Early in May, according to M. Conti, Head of the Political 
Bureau of the Dentz High Commission, a German named Rakim but using the 
neme of Renoir (see above), described as the right-hand man of Herr Abetz, 
arrived at Beirut with a Frenchman nemed Gerard. MM. Conti admitted 
in conversation with H.M. Consul General that German ‘planes painted 
with Iraqi colours had reached Damascus. On another occasion, M. Conti 
declared that only fifteen German aircraft came, but he states that: a 
fortnight after the opening of the Syrian campaign the Germans offered 
300 Stuka dive-bombers and 20,000 men fram the Dodecanese. When it 
became evident that successful resistance could not be continued with the 
resources at his command, General Dentz appealed to the Germans for 
10 troop-carrying aircraft to bring reinforcements but these could not 
be spared as the Russian campaign had already started. The only 
reinforcements which actually arrived in Syria were a handful of officers 
and pilots in Vichy ‘planes. Four Battalions had been got ready at 
Salonika and some were sent in slow vessels round the Turkish coast to 
Syria but were spotted from Cyprus, and the "St. Didier” sunk in Adalia 
harbour on 4th July, 243 of the survivors being interned in Turkey. 


66 ARRIVAL OF GERMAN *PLANES. 


(Photographs of German ‘planes on Syrian aerodromes are attached 
as Annexure "B" to this Sey ; 


From 7th May onwards German aircraft started using Syrian 

eerodromes. Three were seen at Rayak on 10th May and H.M. Consul 
at Aleppo reported that three Heinkels, escorted by one French fighter, 
arrived on May 12th each carrying six passengers, among whom was 
Colonel Manteufel, the German Air Officer Commanding. H.M. Consul 

at Demascus stated that Mr. Beaumont, a member of the Consulate steff, 
saw two German troop-carriers and six bombers at Mezze aerodrome on 
12th May. On 16th May air recomnaissance revealed the presence of 
20 German ‘planes at Demascus. On May 22nd Colonel Collet, who came 
over from the Vichy French the day before, reported that German * planes 
were using Air France hangars at Mezze. On 26th May RAF. 
reconnaissance of the aerodromes in Syria showed six at Aleppo, four 

at Palmyra and 13 at Damascus aerodromes. All these were believed 

to be German. On 27th May it was confirmed that German ground staff 
were occupying the mess and other buildings at Aleppo eerodrame and 
were also controlling Palmyra. During this period many other aircraft 
were seen and it is suspected that same of these were German painted 


with French or Iraqi colours. 


/ Oat of all 


% 


M. Manoury, 
Director 
Communications 
Section, Syrian 
State Rlys. 
Embassy Cairo 
to F.0.1103 

of 25th April. 


Sec. of State 
To. Embassy Cairo 
No.2079 of 16th 
June and con= 
firmed from 
other sources. 


Qut of all these reports from Syrian, Iraqi and Palestinian 
sources, the fact emerges clear and is established that at least 
60 German aircraft, about half of them bombers and the rest fighters, 
left the Dodecanese and Greece in May, and landed at various times on 
Syrian saerodromes. Of these 30 to 4.0 were actually based on Neirab 
(Aleppo) and other landing-grounds in Syria and operated from there, 
the others using the advanced base at Mosul. 


In addition about 12 Italian aircraft arrived at Mosul at the 
end of May, but left two or three days later. 


This air activity had been preceded, as stated above by 
instructions sent from Vichy to build up petrol stocks, and further, 
it is known that landing-grounds for troop-carrying ‘planes had been 
prepared at Kuseir and large numbers of M.T. had been collected in 
the Homs-Kuseir area, probably in connection with a proposed air= 
borne lending which never materialised. 


Two train loads of petrol (43,000 gallons) were sent fran 
Hayder Pasha to Aleppo where they arrived on 8th June. 


How these Syrian bases were used for attacks on British 
forces in Iraqi is described in Annexure "A" to this report. 


Ti VICHY ADMISSIONS 


The Vichy Government itself does not deny that they were granting 
facilities for German aircraft in Syria. In this connection the 


American Ambassador at Vichy handed to the French Govermment on 12th June 


a memorandum stating that the granting of bases to Germany in Syria 
violatelassurances given to the U.S. Govermment and the Franco 
American Agreement of 192). concerning the Syrian Mandate. Three hours 
later a written reply was returned by Darlan that the Geman aircraft 
using Syrian aerodromes had only been in transit to Iraq. 


There is, however, ample proof that the facilities, which Darian 
excused in this way, were far rather a full scaie occupation of 
Syrien serodromes and that Aleppo was not being used for transit only, 
but rather as a base for operations. In support of this, M. Manoury, 
Director of the Syrian Railways, reported on 24th June that a German 
Air Steff mmbering 150 had left for Turkey, and others doubtless left 
by air as it is known that a complete base organisation mumbering more 
than 200 were at Aleppo. It is obvious that the German use of 
Syrian serodromes was merely a prelude to a permanent occupation of 
the country, and during all this period technicians and specialists 
were arriving daily. We have as a model the Geman infiltration into 
Bulgaria which commenced in January of this year and became a full- 
fledged occupation by March, and we were therefore fully justified in 


taking preventive measures. 


ANNEXURE "A" 
GERMAN ATR FORCE ACTIVITIES IN IRAQ 


Fol An air component of the German Air Force arrived in 
9 Mosul on 8th May, almost a week after the opening of hostilities 
between British and Iraqi forces. The personnel numbered approximately 
15 officers and 60 men, these figures being confirmed by the Staff of 
the British Consulate at Mosul. 


As this Air Force managed to arrive in a matter of six 
days from the commencement of the rebellion, it can be assumed that 
German participation in the rebellion was pre-arranged and thus "the 
call for help" on the part of Rashid Ali and his gang was redundant 
for anything more than paper politics. 


Seen by Gr.Capt. The entry into Iraq was made from Syria, the bulk 
MacDonald, Sqe of the personnel, stores and equipment arriving at Mosul by transport 
Ldr.Pelly-Fry, aircraft and the remainder in French lorries. The latter, with the 
F1.Et.Williams French tricolour painted on the mumber-plates returned to Mosul after 
and F1.Lt. Ellis hostilities had ceased in order to recover war material which they 

on their arri- had taken to Irag in the first place. The arrival of British 

val at Mosul forces, which reached Mosul two days after the departure of the 

3rd and 4th Germans, prevented this; the material was removed by the British and 
June. the lorries were allowed to return to Syria empty. 


It has been difficult to determine the exact size of 
the G.A.F. component. The tactics employed were calculated to 
make any accurate assessment approximate and therefore inaccurate. 
The fighters flew, probably from Athens via Rhodes and Aleppo to 
Mosul in Northern -Iraq. The bombers based themselves mainly on 
Aleppo with, probably, Damascus and Rayak as additional bases, flew 
to Mosul (where they refuelled and bombed up), took off to raid 
Habbaniya R.A.F. Camp and returned once again to a Syrian base. 


In spite of this triangular and possibly quadrilateral 
movement it is estimated that a total of 60 aircraft were deployed 
for the Iraqi adventure. Of this total the following number is 
calculated to have flown to Iraq, the balance being based in Syria: 


Fighters Meeii0 — 14, 
Me. 109 3 
Bombers Hee 111 6 
Transport Ju. 90 L. 
Hu. 52 de. 

ot” 


The transport aircraft returned to Syria. 


In addition to the above a number of Italian aircraft 
arrived in Irag on 28th May and only stayed for two or three days. 
Their strength on leaving Rome on 23rd May was one transport aircraft 
(s.82) and 12 Cre42 fighters. Of the latter one crashed at Valona 
on 23rd May, en route, and one was shot down near Bagdad on 29th May. 
All these aircraft left Italy with Iraqi markings so there can be no 
doubt as to their intended destination. 


This Squadron, which was based at Kirkuk fled the 
country (in common with their German allies) on or before ist June, 
the day the Armistice between Great Britain and Iraq was declared, 
leaving behind two.Cr.42se Thus the Italians lost four fighter 
aircraft and one pilot during their Iragi adventure, the former 
representing a third of their total strength. 

that 

The evidence to support the fact/more than half of the 
G.AF. strength in aircraft was based in Syria for operations against 
Imperial forces in Iraq is as follows: . 


4. Lack of suitable fuel stocks available to the G.A.F. in Iraq 
2. Lack of accommodation at Kirkuk and Mosul. 
/3e 


3e Photegraphic and visual evidence of G.A.F. on Syrian aerodromes. 


ae 


he a Aotal of approximately 75 officers and men at Mosul is 
msufficient to operate more than a maximum of 30 aircraft 
fost of the estimated total of 60. 


} | The German aircraft losses in Iraq are put down as 
j follows: 
Bombers He. 111 & 
y Do. 17 1 
Pa Fighters 3 Me. 110 11 
Total a 
Seen by SqeLdr. Of these, six were found burnt out on Mosul aerodrome 


Pelly-Fry on 
4th June 191. and one Heinkel unserviceable left in a hangar, 


All these aircraft had Iraqi markings superimposed 
over G.A.F. colours. 


Raids against Habbaniya were carried out by German 
aircraft on the following dates: 


May 16, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26. 


It is estimated that the Bomber aircraft left Syria 
(probably Aleppo), refuelled and bombed up as necessary at 
Mosul, raided Habbaniya and returned to Syria. It is thus 
evident that the attacks on Imperial Forces in Iraq could 
not have been carried out as they were without the 
connivance of the French authorities in Syria. 


The Armistice was declared between Great Britain and 
Iraq on 1st June 1941, and Imperial.ground and air forces 
reached Mosul on 3rd June. 


A considerable quantity of aircraft equipment was 
found on arrival; this included bombs, special fuel for up- 
grading existing petrol stocks to German aircraft require- 
ments, ammunition, guns, spare wheels, tyres, aero-engines, 
engine accessories, airframe spares, long range fuel tanks etc. 


It is considered that this equipment was sufficient 
to operate 20 aircraft or more for a period of one month. 
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SAINT JEATJACRS, Signature de la convention 
_— 4e la cessation a*hostilités entre WIisai, signant 
an nom des alliés britanniques et des Frangais 
Libres et de VaRDILLAG. GATROUX quitta SAINT JEAN 
d ACRE au &6but de 1’ apres-midi pow rentrer & DAMAS 
pour assister & la réception du 14 juillet, Les 
discussions portant sur le texte de la convention 
étaient alors termingées, La délégation de VICEY 
se retira alors pour permettre au seerétariat 
a’ établir l'ensemble du texte. La délégation 
Prangaise Litre assistait & la signature. | 
La f8te nationale fut cdliflikée dignenent 


MBER, HAIFA, 42.74. Noe 040070. nd 


: ia 
le secteur de Damas, les Frangais libres procéddent & 
‘organisation de nouvelles unités avee les officiers et les 
soldate ralliés, ainsi qu'aA ia récupération du matériel de 
Vichy soit laissé dans les dép8te, soit abandonné au cours 
ées opérations. A cet égard, de nombreux chars et des auto- 
mitrailleuses capturés pendant l'action ou abandonnés sur 
les routes ou les pistes pour avaries, sont facilement répa- 
rables et vont permettre de constituer de nouveaux éléments 
blindés. ‘Indépendamment des rallements, des centaines é‘en- 
gagenents pour la durée de la guerre sont enregistrés quot i- 
@iennenent parmi les jeunes Frangais résident en Syrie et les 
Syriens. Les chars et les ento-mitrailieuses sont les unités 
générelement choisies par les volontaires témoignant ainsi 
gu rayonnement et de 1'idéel de la France Libre parmi la jeu- 
nesse. Sous l'égide de In France libre et ie vocabie inspi- 
rateur “Ailes arabes“ le mouvement des Aéroclubs, qui cessé- 
vent toute activité aprés l’armistice, reprend pari la jeu- 
nesse, in présence Ge CATROUX et au Prenier Ministre syrien, 
le Colonel VALiN/adressa eujourd'hm! A une assistance enthou- 
siaste 4'un miliier de jeunes gens de quinse & vingt ans, 
manbres de 1'Agvoclub local : “Maurice Noguas", @éclarant « 
aes ploches sur la terre qu‘on lew fait défricher, vous aves 
Ltavantage immense Ge recevoir en France Libre 1a liberté de 
pensée et G'aspizations et le possibilité de concourir au 
progrés 4e 1a civilisation sous la forme la plus rassionnante 
qai est l'avintion.” DAMAS. Le soulagenent avec lequal In 
nowelie das nigootations de 1'amistice fut accustiite per 


la population de Syrie et les troupes de Vichy mtre nos mains, 
souligne la lourde responsabilité pesant sur DENTZ dans sa a6- 
cision a’accepter ou de rejeter les conditions anglo-Frangais 
Libres, Les officiers vichyetes, interrogés depuis le début 
Ges opérations, reconnurent toujours qu'ils se battaient uni- 
quement pour le prestige des armes frangais, répondant ainsi 

h 2*argument contem dans l'appel adressé par Dents A 1 azmée 
au Levant : "L'ammée frangaise est depuis l'armistice sow le 
coup de la terrible accusation és s'Stre mil battue. Soidat 
du Levent, tu démontreras av monde que tu sais te battre pow 
1*honneur et l'aventr de la patrie." —— spécionx 
nhaws; ateriillnid: sane abewek wie taste Mains LUNI 
magne. 81 certains exebs se produisirent parfoia dams les 3 
rangs vichystes contre les Frangais libres, tel. brillant of~ 
ficier de fusiliers-marins portant le nom a*yn as frangais i 
chmttu dans le des par lea prisonniers qu'il venait ae faire 
et auxquels il fit ¢onfiance en leur laissant les armes, : 
nous rencontrames aussi des cas cam les suivants. ‘Un Liew 
tenant motosyslists traversent un village que les Frangsis 
Libres viennent de prendre, portant. ln mein war sem evolver 
mais ne tirant pas lorsqt'il s‘apergut qué ses adversal: ae 
étaient Frangais. tn Capitaine avousnt avoir pleuré lorsque, 
ce préparent & attaquer, 41 entendit donner des ondres en 
——————ee | 
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SAINT JEAN D'ACRE, Les Alliés entreraient - 

® BEYROUTH mercredi, selon les dernitres indications, 
Les Généraux RILSON et CATROUK seront précédés a’um 
détachement de cavalerie anglaise, un détachenent de 
cavalerie australienne et d'un détachement de Frangais 
Libres, probablenent de fusiliers marins, Les honneurs 
de ia guerre seront accordés aux troupes de VICHY./,. 


‘yl 
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) : | 
SIRIEX, HAIFA. 17+7e4t. Wo.016070, ons ’ 


BEYROUTH. Complémentaire descriptif. 

La réception des corps constitués par WILSG! et 
CATROUX dbs leur arrivée donna véritable signification 

h l'entrée des aliiés & seassharisl La France Libre est en 


| | effet considérée par le c st universitaires libanais : 


comme la seule hérititre du patrinoine culturel de la Prance. 

| L*enpressement des autorités lo¢ locales de toutes sortes contraste 
‘gingulibrement avec la petitesse d’esprit des fonctionnaires 
de VICHY qui paraissent oublier les raisons de la présence 

de la France en Syrie et au Liban, Leur petitesse inspira 

7 une brimade ridicule; Les fonetionnaires Ge VICHY refustrent 

| de donner Ses ordres nécessaires pour la préparation et le 
balayage du salon of 1a réception devait avoir lieu; une 
vengeance ridicule dont persome d'ailleurs ne s'apergut. 

Le aépart discret de 1'amiral BOUT représentant de DEITZ 
6t des aélégués de VICHY fraichement accueillis parca foie 
nassée “Gevant le Grand Séreil était um contraste frappant avec 


ee ye en 


1a cdrénonie, Aprbs les corps constitués et les notabilités 
CATROUE Fegut les prisonniers pour activités franeo-Libres, 

Certains a*entre cur avaient réessi &'s*enfuir récement et & 
‘passer en PALESTINE ou en TURQUIE pour rentrer anjourd*hul 1a 


tote. haute. Part cour-ci. étaient notoment 1*Inspcteur 


@tre libérés, tel cet architecte réserviste qui, lorsque 
VICHY déeréta la mobilisation le 5 juin, se rendit au dép6t 
pour annoncer qu'il refusait de se battire pour ALLEVAGHE et 
fut immédiatement conduit & une cellule réginentaire, 

Tous disent leur expérience simplexent, sobrement et 
sans vanité, Wombreuses sont les familles qui furent réunies 
aujourd'hui: enfants, décorés de la Croix de Lorraine, 
ascompagnant leur ptre officier ou soldat. On voit aussi 
des fonctionnaires qui commencent & respirer avee la fin du 
régime de surveillance de VICHY et retrouvent leurs anciens 
chefs, comme i¢ Ministre »Plénipotentiaire LEPTSSTER, ancien 
Seerétaire Général du Haut Commissariat. Depuis midi 
l’administration est on effet entre les mains des alliés: 
WILSON, Commendant-en-Chef, CATROUK, exergant les fonctions 
de Haut Commissaire. Dts l'aprés-midi les chefs de service 
Frangais Libres prirent possession 1 de leurs départenents. 


Les fonctionnaires sont surpris, lorsqu’ils demandent & 


NR cite ARETE PEIN NSIS EON a py ingen mnt 
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sic ericrasione: | 

réfléchir, de s*entendre poser cotte simple question: “Voulez~ 

i 

vous aides le défaite de 2*ALLEWAGNE?” Dans BEYROUTH la vie 

_ reprit normelement. Les troupes alliées, et notamment le 

détachement des fusiliers marins rendant honneur avec cavaleries 
laise furent accusillis chaleureusenent par 1a foule, A 
tate deo curtitens innett silent Laie steady Biter 


| haat sonangieie coacan eae 
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BEXROUTH. Récit de l'aventure extraordinaire d'un 
Capitaine de Spahis griévement blessé le 13 juin prés de KISSOUL, 
fait prisonnier, envoyé en FRANCE en avion par Vichy pour 
jugenent et renvayé en SYHIE, également par aviongle lendenain 
de l*armistice aprés trois jours de séjour a MARSEILLE. Le ~ 
Capitaine passa la frontiére syro=palestinienne avec son 
eseadron le ier juin 191» participa aux opérations d' ZAYTHREE 
depuis le début jusqu’és la fins "Entrés en SYRIE le & juin, 
nous enlevions sans résis premiers postes renccntrés 
par notre colonne. Mon escadron recevait ensuite la mission 
de protéger le flanc droit, le gros des troupes progressant sur 
KISSCUK. Le 13 juin, nous portant sur TELL NAaJAHy nous sommes 
accueillis par un bomberdement et une fusillede intenses. Nos 
hommes ont bean agiter des fanions tricolores, mais la fusillede 
contime plus nourrie. Nous avanggns néanmoins, mais je sens 
subitement une douleur fulgurante dans les reins et tombe come 
un lapin, Pendant toute la journée j’attendis la fin des — 
bombardenents et de la mitraille, peralysé par un soleil de 
plonb. Le soir vem» 1"un de mes Spahis blessé A la poitrine 
me prend sur ses €paules et m'enmine vers le village que nous 
pensions avoir prise Mais, lorsque nous arrivons & ce village, 
nous y somes accueillis par des Sénégaleis de Vichy et évacués 
vers DAAS. Deux jours avant l'entrée des Frangais libres dens 
DAMAS nous somes emnenés dans une montagne libsneise, puis dans 
des missions laiques & BEYROUTH einsi que plusicurs blessée_ 
Himoaiaes pemnte Teer Abate ‘Le ler jut: ets : 

dtenen onli, Je some) Ventre ae n hab: Ler et ¢ f 


wl 
passa les menottes aux mains. Dans une voiture cellulaire of 
je grimpai, je trouvai 4 soldats anglais accompagnés de 4 
gendarnes. Tout ce joli monde prenait le train pour ALEPs Je@ 
n'oublierai pas de sitét ces dixneuf heures de vayage en train, 
les menottes aux poings, sur des banquettes en bois en 3éne 
classe. J‘arrival & ALEP complétement €puisé. Heureuseuent, 
dans la prison prévotale of je fus écroué, ies prisonniers 
étaient traités charitablement par wm sous-officier auquel je 
tiens & rendre hommage. Je trouvai comme camarade de prison 
le Chef Radio de l’yne des stations de pompage de la pipeline 
TRAK = TRIPOLI, dont les motifs d*inculpation variaient 
fréquement, tels que: “Intelligence avec l*ennemi", “Manifesta 
sa joie lors de l*entrée des Anglais en SYRIE", "“Suspecté 
d'anglophilie". Le Juge d"instruction & ALEP me prévint que 
j’allais étre jugé et devais done choisir un défenscur. In 
fait, le Juge avait regu l‘ardre de m'envoyer & CLERIONT> 
FERRAND per le premier avions: Le 10 juin, des bruits d’arnistice 
circularent jusqu’A nous et Gomptions les minutes qui nous | 
séparaient de l'arrivée des Anglais. Dens la soirée je regus 
l*ordre de me tenixr prét & partir dans la mit par avion. Une 
heure plus tard, vers. 22h.00, j'étais conduit & 1'sérodrone 
avee une infirmiére suspectée de “gantiieme" venue a° HOS. 
J*attendais impatienment le bombardement qui eft ajourné le 
aépart, mais malheureusenent Ba ReAeFs Gtait en reterd ce soir — 
ld. A bord de 1"avion étaient aussi des drapeaux de ré; 


frengais de S¥RIS. Hous ffmes eseale & ATHENES oh sc trouvait 
1a mission frangaise de Maison avec les Allenands pour le trafic 
& destination de la SYRIE. Les officiers vichystes se coniuisirel 
correctenent ainsi que les Allemunds auxquels mon cas Dit 
expliqué. . r= ee ee 


j= 

juillet, nous pertions pour ISTRES d’oh je fus dirigé vers 
MARSEILLE sur (7) prison préy6tale of je fus mis an régime de 
cachot et secret. Je fus surpris par le manque de nourriture. 
Les prisommiers recevaient un quart de boule de pein par jour 
alors que la population n'est mullement sftre d’'en toucher autant. 
Les autorités ne traitarent courtoisement, évitent les vexations 
inutiles. Le 13 juillet, je regus le visite d‘un officier du 
2éme Bureau qui procéda A un interrogatoire d’identité et 
m*annonga que je serai dirigé sur CLERMONT-/ERRAND pour jugement. 
ee 
20 ans de/prison & pernétuité. J‘attendais done mon transfert 
lorsque le 15 juillet mon gendarme vint me réveiller m‘annonjant 
l'arnistice et précisant qu'il venait de recevoir l'ordre de me 
recomiuire en SYRIE. km effet, moins de quatre jours aprés mon 
arrivfe en FRANCE je quittais MARIGHANE sans comprendre ce qui 
m'arrivaite Nouvelle eseale A ATHENES of mon cas est A nouveau 
soumis par la Maison frangaise aux Allemanis qui ne soulévent 
pas d‘objections. Interné d‘abord dans une maison sans hygitne, 
je protestai énergiquement auprés des autorités allemandes qui 
per réaction m'enveyérent 4 trois hépitaux différents. Au cours 
de mon séjour je regus la visite d'un officier allemand propa~ 
gandiste qui me parla du nouvel ordre européen et de la paix que 
le Fuhrer veut donner & la Frances Bien que je refusal d’en 
entendre davantage, les Allemands ne laisstrent contimer ma 
route sur RAYAK oh j‘errivai le 19 juillet". . , | 

Déetarattan ebro eoresiotete seat te megane tog 
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ee SAINT JEAN D‘ACRE. Les conversations privées que les 
iL 


ores des délégations britannique et frangaise libre eurent 

/ avec les membres de la délégation de VICHY permettent de 

: résumer ainsi l'état d'esprit des autorités vichystes. 

ea Primo. Complexe d‘infériorité manifestenent df ala 

pression allenande é6t & la arainte de chantage, certains 
donnent nettenent l* impression que lorsqu’ils prononcent le 
nom de Vichy ils pensent avant tout & 1*ALLIIAGHE, car ils 
insistent toujours sur l’absence compléte de liberté d'action, 
$i 1'nterloeuteur objecte qu'il dépend aleyeremémes de recouvrer 
leur liberté d'action en rallient la France Libre, la réponse 
est qu'ils sont avant tout dévoués & la cause de 1‘unité 
frangaise; dans le discipline sous 1'égide du Maréchal. 

Secundo, I1 est relevé ches certains militaires le 
secret espoir d'une victoire britannique bien quiils préférent 
garder le silence h ce sujet ainsi que sur l’appul des Etats- 
Unis come s'ils redoutaient a'étre entendus. Cependant, 
certains manifestent x une vive curiosité concernant la 
situation générale et les chances a'une victoire alliée, 
Tertico. La politique de collaboration est acceptée 

come un mal indvitable tien que le sble de certains frisele 
ridicule, Détail siguifiontif digne @etre —_ Paieasecsieea 
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Entrd le 15.7eh4.  11he20. BT CLAIR Ex ioe C 


DE: SIRTEX, HATFA, TheFedle NoeOth070. 


SAINT JEAN D*AORS, Camp SYDNEY SITTH, Les discussions 
an sujet de la procédure de la ratification de la convention 
d'armistice comenctrent & 11h,.15 sous la présidence du 
Général WILSON, CATROUX sidgeant & la droite de WILSON 
comme au cours de la séance du 12 juillet. VICHY était 
représenté per le Général de VANSILLAC, Chef d’Stat-iajor, 


Conmandant Supérieur, ex-Commemiant DAZAS, Général ad aviation 


JEARNEGUIN, — shef du cabinet politique de DENTS. 
L’absence de Dawr2/oanse aucune surprise puisqu*il est sonforne 
aux précddents que le Haut Camissaire n*assiste pas person- 
nellenent aux négociations. Les discussions ‘urent interrompues 
h l*heure du déjeuner, Ie aélégation de VICHY déjounant dans 
une salle séparée nais come hétes du Général ¥I1S0H. 
Atmosphtre digne et courtoise. Zehange de propes entre 
CATROU. VERDIMIAG et les officters de leur suite./. 


Se 
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